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This year has been of particular significance in the

school's history because the world lost two of these

great individuals that meant so much to the University.

Both Ida V. Moffett, former director of nursing, and

Leslie S. Wright, former president of Samford, broke

new ground in their fields. They were not afraid to try

out new ideas and make changes.

We at Entre Nous feel as though we, too, have bro-

ken new ground this year, for this magazine is different

from any earlier publication produced on Samford's

campus. We have tried to give you, the student body,

something that you can take with you to remember the

events and people that made 1996-97 at Samford special.

For this reason, the Entre Nous staff decided to

dedicate this issue to the two figures whose recent

passing causes us all to reflect on their contributions

and accomplishments.

Ida V. Moffett passed away in November at the age of

91 after devoting over 70 years of her life to the nursing

profession. After graduating from Birmingham Baptist

Hospital's School of Nursing in 1926, she became a

nurse at the hospital. In 1941 she became director of

nursing, a position which she filled until 1969. Under

her leadership, the school became the first in the state

to earn accreditation by the National League for

Nursing. The school was named for her in 1972, and

one year later the Ida V. Moffett School of Nursing

became a part of Samford University.

Leslie S. Wright happened to be serving Samford as

president when the nursing school joined with the

University. He served from 1958 to 1983, the longest

term for a Samford president. In addition to acquiring

the nursing school, the University also gained the

Cumberland School of Law during Wright's tenure.

Under Wright's guidance, Howard College gained

university status, a graduate program was created, the

School of Education was endowed and several new

buildings were constructed. After he retired, Wright was

named chancellor to the University. Wright passed away

in January at the age of 84.

Samford University is a better institution because it

was touched by the lives of Moffett and Wright. Their

example serves to inspire those of us who are here now

to try to make a difference. Will we leave Samford

knowing we made it a better place to live and study?

i ach individual must decide whether to rise and meet

illi nge thai Moffett's and Wright's legacies present.

Ida V. Moffett

(1905- 1996)

SAMFORD

MENTORS
Leslie S. Wright

(1913 - 1997)
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LETTERS FROM THE EDITORS

If I had to choose one word to

describe this year in the life of

Samford University, I would choose

"change." Change happened all

around us, whether is was major,

such as the new curriculum, or

relatively minor, such as the new
street signs popping up all over

campus. Even long-standing

traditions such as Step Sing and
Homecoming underwent changes of

some sort this year.

Entre Nous/ Voices has changed,

too, and in changing it we tried to

give you more - more stories, more
pictures, more coverage - and give it

better - with a definite style. We
have tried to capture images and

words that will help you remember 1996-97. We have

tried to chronicle the changes within these pages,

along with the traditions that remain constant

through the years. I can write that I believe we have

done these things, and done them well, but the

important thing is what you, the students, think. This

is your magazine.

But this magazine could not have become a reality

without the wonderfully talented people who
impacted its production. To Linda, Kristen, Lauren,

Grant, Donovan, all the department editors, writers

and photographers - thank you. Without you this

project would not have been.

This year is my last at Samford. I have seen four

years come and go, and now I stand on the threshold

of change. Working on Entre Nous and seeing how
the University has grown and changed, and at the

same time how it has remained true to its principles

and its mission has taught me a valuable life lesson.

Change doesn't have to be scary or threatening when
it is a stable change. When you are anchored by your

faith, your character and your values, you can handle

any change of scenery or circumstance.

Change is natural and inevitable, and we at Entre

Nous hope you approve of the changes we have made
to this publication. Any feedback would be greatly

appreciated. Please send any comments to my box
(0667), and I will see that next year's editor receives

them. Goodbye and good luck!

Carrie Dawson
Editor Ctf

of

As a junior graphic design major, taking the

responsibility of art directing a project like Entre Nous
was very ambitious, to say the least. When I was first

approached to be Art Director, my immediate reaction

was, "No, I have no time or experience!" As you know
by now, I did accept the position and it has been one
of the most rewarding and memorable experiences

during my time at Samford. From never ending

nights, down computers, Mountain Dew and walking

like ducks, to making friends with security and the

DJ's at the radio station - you can see there was never

a dull moment around the Entre Nous office.

When the design staff began to divide and conquer

this project, we tried to develop a concept that

revolved around and reflected the past year at

Samford. We realized that this is more than a piece foi

public relations, it is the voice of the students. This

publication is for you, and I hope that you are as

excited about this issue as we are.

Without the help of some very special people, this

publication would not have been possible. To Lauren

and Grant, thank you for your support, patience,

guidance, and creative ideas. This magazine is as

much yours as it is mine! To Donovan Harris, once

again you led a group of students to produce a quality

piece of work. Thank you for your time and
dedication, you will never know what it meant to all

of us. And to Carrie and Kristen, thanks for the

memories. Though it has been stressful at times, and
we had quick deadlines, we managed to pull it off.

Thanks to everyone for their teamwork and a quality

published piece.

The Entre Nous staff

and I are pleased to

present you with this

student-created

magazine. I hope you
feel the innovative

design and color

present your memories
f the past year. The

pictures fill the heart of

he magazine, but you,

e student, are the one
at makes this happen.

Linda Bowen
Art Director

6
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motions

Station

Manager Rob

West takes

over as VWSU
goes back on

the air.

The Day the Music Died...

And the Day It Came Back.

T\\e ever-evolving stor\> of

Samford's radio station,

wvsu.
The Samford radio sta-

tion is back on the air

again this spring after a

semester of silence. When
the decision was made to

suspend operation of the

station right before class-

es started last fall, cries

went up all over campus
and in the community
wanting to know why. It

soon became clear that

the reason the station

had been closed was to

provide an opportunity

for the University to re-

evaluate the purpose of

the station and to deter-

mine whether that pur-

pose fit in with Samford's

mission statement. Dean
of Students Richard

Franklin cited the sta-

tion's "lack of clear direc-

tion" as a primary con-

cern.

In March, however,

WVSU began broadcast-

ing once again under a

new station manager,

junior Rob West, and a

new community advisor,

Berkley Fraser. According

'

to Fraser, in the future

the station will be cater

ing solely to what stu-

dents want. In order to

determine exactly what it

is the students desire

from their radio station

student volunteers con-

ducted a phone survey,

wanting to know what
students prefered to lister

to and when. The results

of that survey helped the

station's staff design pro-

gramming for WVSU.
The station will not

only serve the campus in

an entertainment capaci-

ty, but will also serve as

an educational tool for

journalism

students.

"Our first

priority is to

have a qualitl

radio station

'

that is stu-

dent-orient| I

from both an

educational

and an enter]

talnmenl r

speitivv."

West said.

— ( Ain

Dawn



PROFESSOR HUNT RETIRES

The Speech

Communication and
Theatre department will

be losing an extremely

valuable part of its pro-

gram as the 1996-97

school year draws to a

close. Mr. Harold Hunt,

assistant professor and
chair of the department,

is retiring after this

.semester, and he will be

|sorely missed by both stu-

dents and faculty.

Hunt has been at

'Samford since 1963, and
said that now just seemed
like the right time for

!him to move on. "I don't

jwant to get too philo-

:sophical," Hunt said, "but

;
Ecclesiastes says there is a

,season and a time for

(everything. " Hunt said

'the department and the

school as a whole are in a
i

time of transition with

ithe implementation of

the new curriculum, and
that this situation helped

him to make his decision.

Hunt said he will

always have a lot of won-
derful memories of

Samford, and he spoke of

the school's "rich her-

itage." Hunt said his best

memories are of the stu-

dents that have passed

through the University

over the years.

Hunt and his wife

have always been on the

move and loved to travel.

They were often residents

at Samford's London
Study Centre, and over

Jan Term this year they

toured exotic Egypt. Hunt
said he plans to do more
traveling in the years

ahead. In fact, he and his

wife have planned a post-

retirement retreat to his-

torical Williamsburg, VA.

The couple will continue

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

The continuing saga of

larking at Samford began
new chapter this year,

amford began putting up
iew, green street signs to

eplace the older white

nes, and the University

as developed a new way
i f designating parking

reas.

Mark Fuller of Campus
acility Services said the

;ason for the green color

f the new signs is two-

jjld. The new signs will

latch the lampposts and
le gates of the University

.nd they will not show
irt. The remaining white

:reet signs around cam-
us will be replaced as

ley wear out.

V; .

\-

to live in Birmingham, so

students may still be able

to catch up with him in

the community—if they

can move fast enough!
— Carrie Dawson

SU Theatre will say goodbye to

Professor Hunt at the end of this

year.

Robert Graves, chief of

Campus Safety, and Dean
Richard Franklin came up
with the idea to cease

using painted squares on
the pavement to desig-

nate parking spaces.

Instead, they decided to

have signs erected that

indicate who can and
cannot park in which lot.

For those opportunistic

students who are now
thinking of new ways to

get out of parking tickets,

be forewarned: "1 didn't

see the sign" will not be a

valid argument.
— Carrie Dawson



exclamations

TAILGATING AT SAMFORD

.

A briskness in the air,

the sound of a marching
band and the smell of a

hamburger grill. Feels,

sounds and smells like

nothing other than an
old-fashioned tailgate

party. But could this be at

Samford? You better

believe it!

As part of a Residence

Life attempt to build

community spirit and
increase student support

of the Samford Bulldog

football team, the West

Campus staff threw a pre-

game tailgate party for

students Saturday, Sept.

28, outside the stadium.

Those who attended

were able to kick back,

relax, listen to music and
eat their fill of hamburg-
ers and all the fixin's

before heading to the

match-up between the

Dogs and Mississippi's

Alcorn State.

"The tailgate went real-

ly well," resident assistant

kard Davis said, "and the

weather was perfect!"

While the crowd didn't

exceed Residence Lire's

expectations, they attrib-

*.-«s



New Provost Dr. James S.

Netherton joined the ranks

of University administrators

in Samford Hall this year.

Since his arrival, he

has demonstrated his

accessibility to students by

holding question-and-

answer sessions during

convo hour and attending

a Senate meeting to discuss

the new curriculum.

EW PROVOST

uted the good turnout to

promotion throughout

campus.

"No one ever made a

big deal about tailgating

before this year," Davis

said. "But this fall we did

and the students really

seemed to enjoy it." While
tailgating may not be the

current trend at Samford,

students should be pre-

pared: it could very well

be the next great tradition

in the making.
— Heather Averett

11
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EXTRA LEARNING EXPERIENCE^^J

How does a student- gram has been discussed normal course credit and
designed course with a over the past two years, grades are not given-

practical use that meets but has only this spring demonstrates initiative

only a few times during been given life. and may give the stu-

the semester sound to "The program and its dents a "competitive

you? What if this course courses are designed for edge" over other appli-

also had no tests or students by students," cants. Completion of an

papers? And if the classes Cox said. The purpose for XLX course would be

were kept small? And these courses is to "give noted in a student's acad-

here's the clincher: what you [the student] some emic records.

if you had the option of practical application of Although the courses

taking them? That's content you learn in the for this semester have

right, it would be totally classroom," she added. already filled up, Cox said

up to you whether you Cox heads an XLX that a listing of courses

wanted to commit your advisory committee made being offered in the fall

time to courses such as up of three students, peo- will be mailed to students

"Automotive Excellence," ple from the business over the summer. She said

"Personal Finance" and community, and represen- the University is currently

"Putting Off tatives from the five planning for 10 or more
Procrastination." undergraduate schools at courses next term. Some

Well, enough with the Samford. Cox said that it of the student-generated

hypothetical questions. is important to the com- topics include dealing

These courses are real, mittee that experts from with difficult people, eti-

and they are being the community be quette, cultural awareness

offered through a new brought in to instruct the and international travel.

program started this courses. She also said that The claim to fame of the

semester called Extra these instructors must XLX program, according

Learning Experience provide students with a to Cox, is that "we are

(XLX). syllabus for the course. giving the student an

According to Associate Students will benefit opportunity to be

Dean for Extra Learning from the courses, Cox involved in their educa-

Experiences Martha Ann pointed out, because par- tional experience."

Cox, who directs XLX for ticipation in a program — Carrie Dawson
Student Affairs, the pro- such as XLX-for which



"Will Vail ever be air

conditioned?"

This has been a ques-

tion among residents for

years. But this year

when the freshmen

arrived they found a

newly renovated, fully air

conditioned Lena Vail

Davis Hall.

Gary Atkins, director

of Residence Life, and
Rick Stephens, director of

Facilities Planning, came
up with an idea to reno-

vate Vail in one summer
instead of the proposed

three years. When a

donor gave 12 million

dollars to the University

last year, the administra-

tion allocated part of

that to renovate the

freshman women's dorm.

The improvements began

May 18 and were fin-

ished the night before

the freshmen moved in,

Aug. 23. The entire pro-

ject cost around $2.2 mil-

lion according to Atkins.

Although the renova-

tions included new furni-

ture, carpet, floor tiles

and newly painted walls

and doors, the air condi-

tioning has been the

most talked about

change.

Students had mixed
reactions concerning the

cooler temperatures.

"One of my concerns was

that the girls would not

get to know each other

because their doors

would be shut because of

having their own air con-

ditioning. But, I am
pleased that the air con-

ditioning has not inhibit-

ed my girls' relation-

ships," Leslee Scheuer, a

resident assistant in Vail,

said.

On the other hand,

resident assistant Kari

Osborne said, "I don't

like the air conditioning

because everyone keeps

their door shut and it

breaks down community.
I also don't think they

are getting the full Vail

experience."

According to sopho-

more Sarah Strange, the

"full Vail experience"

meant that "you had a

common bond with the

people on the hall

because you were all

complaining about the

same thing. You could be

with a lot of people all

the time. Everyone had
their door open because

it was too hot, or it was

too cold because you
could not control the

heat in the winter."

Now, each room can

control its own heat and
air conditioning, and
Atkins is pleased with the

changes.

"We wanted to bring

Vail up to '90s standards.

By not having air condi-

tioning, we were not giv-

ing girls an environment

conducive to learning

and having a good col-

lege experience. Now, we
can say, 'this is what your

experience will be like,'"

Atkins said.

From freshman Rachel

Booth's perspective, the

experience has been a

good one. "I like living in

Vail. You are really with

your hall a lot. You can

just walk around freely,

and you are comfortable

being in your room."
— Mary Grace McCaskill

11
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exclamations

Times.. .they are chang-

ing. And the change

made this year in the

dorm visitation policy for

West Campus and Beeson

Woods seems to be uni-

versally applauded-at

least among students.

Other than parking,

dorm visitation rules have

been the most-discussed

and most-complained

about issue on campus for

years. The struggle for

more frequent open
dorms often hit dead

ends and road blocks, but

this year the cause made
definite progress. Samford
implemented a new poli-

cy that allows guests of

the 0] ex to visit

dorm rooms during cer-

tain hours every other

weekend.

Although some stu-

dents admit that they

didn't even notice the

change, others have taken

advantage of the priv-

elege. Of course, all of

this means more work for

the West Campus and
Beeson RA's, but even

they aren't complaining.

Although some stu-

dents will inevitably still

gripe over Samford's poli-

cy, no one can deny that

this new freedom demon-
strates the effectiveness of

compromise. After all, we
now have twice as much
co-ed visitation time as

we did last year. Now
that's progress!

— Carrie Dawson
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With the end of the

school year nearing and
graduation hovering on

the horizon,

many of us are

preparing to

move on to

different and
bigger playing

fields.

However, let's

take a moment
as we prepare

to go our sepa-

rate ways to ,

look back on
the Samford
Bulldogs' 199b

football campaign.

For many
players the '96

season was a

record-break-

ing year, lor

others it

served as a

time to over-

come, and for

others still, it

became a time

to step up.

There were

some glimpses

of brilliance

and a preview of things to

come as Samford finished

up with a 6-5 record.

The Bulldogs opened
up with two less than

impressive victories over

Knoxville College and
Austin Peay, before

dropping a tough one to

Tennessee Tech in

Cookeville. The next

week against Alcorn State

the Dogs rebounded with,

a victory, but the satisfac-

tion was short-lived as

Nichols State squeaked

out of Seibert Stadium

with a close win. The trip

to Orlando to face Central

Florida proved to be no
vacation, as Samford

trailed from the get-go

when the Golden Knights

returned the opening
kickotf for a touchdown.

I he next week against

Jacksonville State the

Bulldogs pulled back

above .500 with a big win
over the Gamecocks in

Jacksonville, sealing their

privilege to bragging

rights for another year.

Stephen F. Austin proved

to be a formidable foe for

the second straight year,

as the Dogs flirted with

victory for a half before

succumbing to the Texas

heat and the offensive

firepower of the

Lumberjacks.

Homecoming against

Wofford marked the first

overtime game for the

Bulldogs as they needed

an extra quarter to take

the victory. The following

week Tennessee Martin

rolled into town and

limped out as the Dogs

blasted them with their

aerial attack. Then, with

the playoffs still in the

picture, Troy State put an

exclamation point on the

season and left many
players with a bitter taste,

drumming Samford

soundly, and simultaneously

ending their dreams of a

playoff birth.

Through the course of

the season several records

fell or were tied. Perhaps

the most hyped was that

of senior quarterback Bart

Yancey and his passing

endeavors (Yancey now is

the school leader in almost

every passing category i.

The most significant

mark, that of career total

offensive leader, was
surpassed, rightly so, in

front of the homecoming
crowd. Safety Jeff Morris

proved that anything is

possible if you have the

desire to make it happen.

After walking on as a

freshman, Morris, a

senior, will be walking

away from Samford with

the school record for single

season interceptions, as

well as First Team All-

Independent honors at

safety. Another senior,

wide receiver Mike Porter,

broke into the top ten all

time receiving list this

year despite missing two
games with a knee injury.

Porter also shares the

record for single game
touchdown receptions.

Joe Michael Robertson, a

senior defensive end,

matched his on-held

intensity with a knack for

academics by winning the

Burger King Scholar

Athlete of the Week honors,

and redshirt freshman

defensive end James
Taylor received I-AA

Independent Player of the

Week honors for his role

in the Bulldogs home-
coming win over Wofford

The Bulldongs' '96

season proved to be a

testimony to hard work

and the ability to overcome.

Making a break for it



Offensive guard Robert

Dean and linebacker Mike
Dale, both seniors, made
their return to the field

after suffering devastating

knee and ankle injuries

respectively in the spring

of 96. "Deano" came
back ahead of schedule

from ligament reconstruc-

tion to regain his starting

role at guard, and turn in

his usual solid performance.

Dale, after suffering an

injury for the second

straight spring, stepped in

at the strong side

linebacker spot with a

new screw in his ankle

and took over where he

left off. Mike Porter also

showed he was bigger

than the injury odds.

After being knocked out

of the Jacksonville State

game with a bad strain to

a knee ligament, Porter

returned three weeks later

jwith a career day versus

Tennessee Martin paving

the way for victory.

Senior defensive back Eric

Turner broke an arm and
played through the pain,

providing leadership and
a solidity in the secondary.

^And finally, senior wide
receiver Mike Brown, who
only a year earlier had
been knocked out with

torn knee ligaments,

stepped up in a big way
by making several clutch

.third down catches, in

addition to some big

touchdowns, both passing

|and receiving.

As far as a glimpse of

(brilliance is concerned,

the whole team gave us a

peek at what could be in

store in years to come
with an excellent show-
ing against perennial I-AA

power Stephen F. Austin.

The Dogs had the Jacks

on the ropes for a half but

couldn't walk away with
the win; chalk it up to

youth and inexperience.

Bulldog followers had a

look at things to come
as quarterback Jake

Rackley gave Yancey a

run for his money at

times during the season,

taking the reigns and
leading several big drives

along the way. Rackley,

a senior next year, will

have the driver's seat to

himself as the 1997

season approaches.

Several youngsters

stepped up and gained

valuable experience at \
other spots as well. With
James Griffith and
Shawn Williams both out

with ankle injuries,

freshmen running backs

Jerome Russell, Kenon
Ingram and Jim Whaley
showed they could deliver

the one-two punch in the

future—and they may
have to with

Williams, "The Mule,"

graduating. A young
offensive line grew up a

lot this year, too and the

Bulldogs' future rides on
their shoulders.

On the other side of

the ball, the defensive

line saw the emergence of

some youths, as freshman

Collin Horace split time

with sophomore Lance

Langdale adding to the

solidity at the nose guard

position. Several youngsters

also split time in the line-

backing corps and the

secondary as well.

With a steady dose of

weights and a newly insti-

tuted breakfast check

—

not to mention a month
of agility drills in prepara-

tion for Step Sing—the

team pushes toward a

bigger and stronger 1997

campaign. A good core of

players will return, and
with a good start and a

little luck, the Bulldogs

will go far.

— Craig Falanga

**i 17
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Last fall, Samford took

leaps and bounds towards

athletic equality when
they decided to start a

women's varsity basketball

team. Prior to the 1984-85

school year, there were no
women's athletics programs

at Samford. Now with the

additions of a women's
varsity soccer team and a

basketball program, there

are a growing number
of opportunities.

"We want to have a history

of improving women's
sports here at Samford,"

said Athletic Director

Stephen Allgood.

The new women's
basketball team could not

have been started at a better

time. The gold medal
performance of the U.S.

Soccer fever. It spread

to Birmingham in the

summer of 1996, as

Olympic competition

brought the world's finest

teams to Legion Field.

Enthusiasm for the most
popular sport in the

world did not fade with

the conclusion of the

games, though. Soccer

mania came to Samford.

In early August,

Samford Athletic Director

Stephen Allgood

announced the addition

of women's soccer as an

intercollegiate sport.

"With the growth of soc-

cer, especially in this area

of the country, I believe

this is a natural addition

to our athletics program
and continues to expand
opportunities in our

women's sports," Allgood

said.

Becoming the eighth

sport available for

women—basketball has

since been added as the

ninth—the soccer pro-

gram began with the hiring

of Coach Barry Spitzer.

Olympic team in Atlanta

pushed women's basketball

into the spotlight.

No one reflects the new
enthusiasm over basketball

more than the new head
coach for the women's
team, Janet Cone. "I have

a real joy for this game,

and I love my job as a

coach. I can't wait to get

to work every morning,"

Cone said.

"This is Samford's first

women's basketball team.

That means that in

everything we do, we will

be making history,"

Cone said.

Cone took her first step

towards making history

when she signed on
Samford's first recruit,

Jennifer Lutrell. Lutrell is

a 5-foot-6 guard from

Orlando, Fla. She is a two
time All-State guard and a

USA Today Honorable

Mention All-American.

"She's a great athlete, but

she's also an outstanding

student and a leader in

her community,"
Cone said.

Besides recruiting players,

Cone has been working

with several talented

female players already at

Samford. Twice a week a

group of ladies have been
practicing with Cone.

"When I was applying to

colleges, I really wanted
to play basketball, but

attending Samford was

more important to me,"

sophomore Ashley Sharp

said. "Now it looks like I

Spitzer held try-outs in

September to select

Samford's first women's
soccer team. Beginning in

the fall of 1997, the team
will be a scholarship pro-

gram and compete at the

varsity level.

"As a club program this

year, we were setting a

firm foundation for this

program," Spitzer said.

"We also wanted to get as

many students as possible

involved and excited

about soccer."

The team finished a

seven-game season with a

record of 2-3-2. The two
wins came over LaGrange
College, 1-0, and Andrew
College, 4-1. Samford lost

to Middle Tennessee State

University, 2-4. The team
lost one game and tied

one game against both

the University of

Southern Mississippi and

the University of North

Alabama. In assessing the

team's performance,

Spitzer said, "I feel like we
were successful. Our
record would have been

better without some can-

cellations."

Sophomore forward

Elizabeth Atkins said the

team exceeded her expec-

tations. "I thought we
did really well, especially

considering that none of

us had ever played

together before," she said.

Atkins led the team, scor-

ing a total of six goals for

the season. Atkins also

had a part in developing

the women's soccer pro-

gram at Samford. Last

year as a freshman, she

started a petition to deter-

mine student interest in

having a women's team.

The petition received pos-

itive response and was

turned over to the athlet-

ic department.

Another player, fresh-

man midfielder Natalie

Reeves also contributed a

lot to the team's success.

She scored five goals dur-

ing the season.

Fan support for the

team was very positive,

according to senior stop-

per Amanda Moberg.

might get a chance to do
both."

Other students are

excited about the chance

to be part of history.

"Coach Cone really gets

us fired up when she

starts talking about how
this team will help set a

precedent for women's
basketball at Samford,"

freshman Beth Franks

said.The team will begin

their inaugural season in

the Trans America

Athletic Conference

(TAAC) in the fall of 1997.
— Jon Acuff

"The turnout at our home
games was so exciting,"

she said. Spitzer said the

attendance at each home
game was approximately

100-150 people.

The team will compete

as a member of the Trans

America Athletic

Conference. "By the

nature of our conference,

we will face some tough

competition," Spitzer said.

"The TAAC is very strong

in soccer."

Spitzer said that about

eight players from this

year's club team will play

on the team next season.

He also said he has begun
recruiting all over the

country for scholarship

players.

"This season gave the

players a glimpse as to

what varsity soccer is all

about," Spitzer said. "Next

year we will play more
games, and we will com-
mit more time and energy

as a varsity team."
— Amy Smith



The Lady Bulldogs

had a jam-packed season

of talent and entertain-

ment despite their record

of 13-22 and their in-sea-

son tournament record of

3-15. The team had an
impressive Trans America

Athletic Conference

The Lady Bulldogs had a

ginning season against

TAAC teams.

record of 4-3, defeating

both Centenary and

Jacksonville State twice.

The Lady Bulldogs

opened the season by
competing in the UAB
Classic Tournament,

where they faced

Jacksonville State, UAB
and the University of

South Alabama. The team

also participated in the

Golden Eagle Invitational,

the SLU Invitational, the

College of Charleston

Invite and the Samford

Classic.

New to the team this

season were Suzanne

Corwin, a freshman mid-

dle outside hitter; Kelly

Dean, a junior

setter/defensive specialist

who transferred from

Francis Marion University;

Kristen Hancock, who
plays the right-side position

and walked on the squad

after completing her

sophomore year; Nikki

Pappas, a freshman outside

hitter/defensive specialist;

and Jennifer Ridley, a

freshman defensive specialist.

Junior setter Jennifer

Hays held the team record

with 70 aces and 1,205
assists, and had the high-

est hitting average on the

team with .289 percent.

Her individual record

increased from her past

two seasons combined.

Natalie Rives trans-

ferred to Texas Tech after

the fall semester and will

be missed on the team.

Rives, a sophomore mid-

dle-hitter/defensive spe-

cialist, played an impres-

sive season, leading the

team with 1,144 attempts

and 446 kills.

Sophomore outside

hitter Mary T Willett had
an excellent season.

Willett played in 130

games and had the high-

est number of digs at 347,

which quadrupled her last

season total of 85.

Amanda Backus, a sopho-

more middle hitter, also

played in 130 games and
compiled 287 kills, 68

aces, 89 block assists and
31 block solos.

Junior middle hitter

Heather Burke improved

her overall record with

581 attempts, which is

nearly 100 more attempts

than her past two seasons

combined. Burke ended

the season with a hitting

average of .231 percent

and 71 block assists.

Outside hitter Tammy
Worster, also a junior,

stood out with 270 kills

and 767 attempts, averaging

2.5 per game. Worster

illustrated her strength

and loyalty to the team

and the sport by playing

half the season with

injured fingers on each

hand. She is truly a team

player.

— April Harris

$
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While most of us were

trying to drag out our

summer as long as possible

and postpone our

inevitable return to

Samford's campus in the

fall, the Samford cross

country team was already

off and running. Keeping

up with workouts all

summer to maintain their

endurance levels, the 26
men and women on the

cross country team
returned to campus
Aug. 24 to step up their

workouts one more level

to prepare them for

the season.

The long miles of hard

work has paid off this

year. The Samford cross

country team ran a total

of eight meets in the fall.

Along the way the

women's team made their

mark, beating out such

top Southeastern

Conference teams as

Tennessee. Alabama, Ole

Miss, LSU, South Carolina

and Vanderbilt.

Samford was able to

hold its first ever cross-

country meet in conjunction

with UAB here in

Birmingham, offering

Samford students the

opportunity to see the

cross country men and
women's teams in action

and show their support.

The meet was held at the

Magic City running park.

Plans are being made for

Samford to continue hosting

meets here in Birmingham
in the coming years.

The TAAC cross country

championship took place

in Campbell, North

Carolina on Nov. 2. In

the days before the TAAC
championship the cross

country course was
drenched with rain,

turning it into ankle-

deep, soupy mud. But

despite the dirty and
harsh running conditions

the women's team battled

their way through the

brown sea and into a first

place finish. The men's

team also put forth a

valiant effort and ended

up with a fourth-place finish

in the championship.

Four of Samford's cross

country members were

named All-Conference

runners this year:

sophomore Andy Bishop,

junior Jessica Whately,

sophomore Sara Fletcher

and sophomore
Michele Mullis.

The Samford cross

country team is young,

composed primarily of

freshmen and sophomores.

With such a young team
and already impressive

results, we can look

forward to seeing many
more successful and
winning seasons

by the Samford

cross country team.

— Mindy Oliphanl



Jeff Simmons rounds the

turn and heads for the

finish line.

A brand new track and
field team has emerged
this year at Samford.

Under new leadership

and sporting new
uniforms, the team has

already improved from
years past. The new head

coach, Glen McWaters,

has brought a new training

style and some charisma

to the Samford track

team. His enthusiasm

and love of the sport has

carried its way into the

hearts of his runners,

encouraging them to

strive for their full potential.

Michele Widner, the new
assistant coach, has added

a feminine quality to the

team. "It's great to finally

have a female coach out

on the track with us this

year. She understands

and is more sensitive to

our needs as women run-

ners," said senior sprinter

Jill Brooks.

The Samford track

team has seen some
pretty stiff competition,

running against big name
SEC schools at the

Alabama relays, a three-

day meet held March 21-23.

The track team has given

a strong showing at many
S of the smaller meets they

jj
have run in this year.

The Samford women's
i| team captured a team

first-place finish at the

Emory Invitational in

Atlanta, Ga., over Spring

Break. The women's team

again took the highest

honor in front of a home
crowd at the Samford
Invitational on April 12.

The men's team continued

the tradition and also

gave an outstanding

performance at home,
clinching a third-place

finish out of the eight

competing teams.

The Samford track and
field record board has

been practically rewritten

this year.

The women have set

eleven new records alone.

The men have set three

new records this year.

The Samford track

team played host for the

1997 TAAC track and field

championships. The
TAAC championship took

place on April 19 and
marked the first time in

Samford's history that the

school has hosted

this event.

The Samford track and
field team is young this

year. Many of the runners

leading the team are

freshmen and sophomores

and will be returning

next year. "Both the men
and women's teams are

young. They have a lot

of determination and
aspirations for the

future," said McWaters.

Congratulations to the

track and field team for a

great year, and good luck

in the years ahead.

— Mindy Oliphant
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A daring Samford pole

vaulter runs fearlessly

towards the pit.

A Samford runner

catches her breath after

an exhausting race.
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Going into the final

stretch of the Samford

baseball team's season,

the Bulldogs had a

combined record of

24-24. Unfortunately, the

Samford baseball team
has been plagued by

"It is exciting to see what has

been added to our field,

and it definitely has

strengthened our sense of

pride in the program."

Brooks Souders, junior

Bulldog Rightlielder

't a \\

k

nil

th
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inconsistency in the early

part of theif season.

During one stretch of the

season theywon eight of

ne games, only to lose

eir next four. Though
ie Bulldogs have had

heir share of tough

times, the mood of the

team has remained very

optimistic. One of the

most consistent players

on the team this year has

been junior Brooks

Souders. Souders was

batting well over .400

and had hit home runs in

the double digits before

Spring Break rolled around.

"We have been very

inconsistent this year,"

Souders said, "but we are

still very optimistic about

the rest of our season."

He went on to say that

the reason the team has

been opti-

mistic is

because they

have lost

many one-

run games
that they

could have

easily won.
"We have

been in

many games
where we
have come
up one hit

short of

winning the game. We
have reached the point

where we can beat any
team on the field, but we
need to learn to put i t all

together." Although being

one of the best players on
the team, he is quick to

point out the credentials

of the others on the team,

especiallythe importance

of senior Brett Hage.'

"There' are manv on
the team I can mention,

* but the one guy that

( sticks out in my mind is

Brett Hage. 1 Ie is the glue

that holds tins team

together," Souders said

The Bulldogs and their

fans have something to

be excited about as well.

The University finally

placed some well needed

money into making the

baseball field a little more
professional. Included in

the improvements were

added bleacher seats

around the home plate

area, a new sound system

for the press box and a

new scoreboard in right

field. Souders went on to

say that "it is exciting to

see what has been added

to our field, and it has

definitely has strengthened

our sense of pride in our

program." Fans can now
come to the games and
have more places to sit

instead of being forced to

stand up of watch the

game from the hill of the

tennis courts.

With still roughly 9

games remaining in the

season, and even with the

inconsistencies that have

plagued the Bulldogs so

far this season, they are

still on pace to top their

number of wins for one
season, 21, set a year agaj
Good luck Bulldogs!

— IctfZaubi

Samford Bulldog fans

enjoy a game in the

new stands.
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Under the leadership

of a new head coach, the

women's softball team

has begun to build a new
era at Samford

University. Rebecca

Harrison, head coach for

the Lady Bulldogs this

year, has been coaching

softball for five years.

Harrison was previously

the head softball coach

at Thomas College in

Thomasville, Georgia

before taking the head

coaching job for

Samford's team. "There

is a lot of potential here

at Samford for softball,"

said Harrison. "Samford

is a great school to recruit

for, being located in the

South and having such a

strong background in

academics."

The softball

team returned

six players this

year and added

four freshmen

and one junior

transfer to

round out the

team.

Although deter-

mined and full

of spirit,

the softball

team has met

their share of

bad luck this

year. As of

April 20 their

record was 13-

32. Even

though 1997

has not been a

winning season

for the team, Harrison

and her players look for-

ward to their future.

"Our season is going OK.

We are learning a lot and

using this year to

rebuild," commented
Harrison. "Our team has

reached the goals that we
have set." One of those

goals was to finish above

last place in the TAAC.

Samford's softball team

had been seeded last in

the TAAC going into the

1997 season, but the

Lady Bulldogs beat the

odds and placed them-

selves ninth out of the

10 teams in the TAAC.

Although not showing

as strong a finish in the

TAAC as they would have

liked, the women's soft-

ball team did show them-

selves as very strong

opponents against the

SEC teams they played

this year. "Our record

against the SEC teams we
played was better than

our TAAC record," said

team member Kristie

Dunaway. The Lady

Bulldogs made the record

books this year by sweep-

ing a record number of

three double-header

games this season against

University of Alabama,

Austin Peay and

Mississippi Valley State.

The Lady Bulldogs

finished their season

April 30 at the University

of Alabama.
— Mindy Oliphant

Senior outfielder Tracie Hawkins has led her

team in hitting for the past three years.



Junior center Freddie

Williams goes to the line

for the team.

The 1996-97 season

proved to be storied and
successful for the Samford

men's basketball team.

The team finished the

season 19-9 overall and
11-5 in the Trans America

Athletic Conference. This

record was Samford's best

ever under Head Coach
John Brady and earned

the Bulldogs the TAAC
West Division Championship.

Pre-season expectations

for a re-building year were

answered early with a 5-0

start, the best since

Samford began 9-0 in the

1960-61 season.

The fourth win of the

five-game streak came
Dec. 3 against Louisiana

State University, as the

Bulldogs upset the Bengal

Tigers 53-50 in Baton

Rouge. Senior forward

Jonathan Pixley, a native

of Baton Rouge, scored 1

7

points in the win over his

hometown team.

"We went in as an
obvious underdog, but we
didn't see ourselves as

underdogs," Pixley said.

"The fact that we had a

few players and coaches

from the area made it

that much more special

that we came out on top."

Samford began confer-

ence plav at Stetson on

Jan. 2. This was another

close game for the

Bulldogs, as they pulled

out a 46-45 victory. Nine

of Samford's wins were

decided by three points

or less.

Junior guard Tyler

Davis scored the game-
clinching shot and a total

of 15 points in the 68-65

win over Central Florida.

In mid-January, the

Bulldogs had a three-

game slump, including

losses at Campbell and at

home against College of

Charleston and
Southeastern Louisiana.

Junior center Freddie

Williams scored a season

high 1 7 points against

Charleston. In the loss to

SLU, freshman guard Will

Daniel led the team with

28 points.

Samford defeated

Centenary to end the

slump, but lost another

close one at Georgia State.

The Bulldogs were

strong down the stretch,

winning eight of their last

nine games. The only loss

was at Centenary by a

margin of three points.

Samford won on the road

at Mercer, Jacksonville

State and SLU. The fans at

Seibert witnessed late-sea-

son wins over JSU, Florida

International, Florida

Atlantic, Mercer and
Georgia State.

Samford's first defeat of

JSU proved freshmen were

a definite force on this



Senior guard Jonathan Pixley

holds the TAAC record for

three pointers.

team. The leading scorer

off the bench, forward

Reed Rawlings had 21

points against the

Gamecocks, and Daniel

chipped in 22.

Two other freshmen

made significant contribu-

tions to the Bulldogs'

success this year. Guard

Mario Lopez scored a

season high 1 1 points in

three games and was third

on the team in minutes

played, avergaing 25 per

game. Red-shirt freshman

Bovd Kaiser scored in dou-

ble figures four times,

including a double-double

early in the season against

(Southeast Missouri State.

Samford players recorded

double-doubles in scoring

and rebounding 11 times

during the regular season.

[Junior forward Harley

|

Ross had one in the win
over Eastern Kentucky,

scoring 12 points and
grabbing 11 boards.

In post-season play,

I

Samford knocked off

Stetson in the first round
_of the TAAC Tournament.

FIU ended the Bulldog's

season in the second round.

Samford loses two key

seniors this year. Fans said

good-bye to both

center/forward Dusko Ivaz

and Pixley when they

were honored in Senior

Day ceremonies

before the final

home game.

Ivaz had a career high

20 points against North

Texas this season. He had

18 in the defeat of FAU.

Tied for first in rebounds

on the team, he helped

the Bulldogs finish the

regular season ranked sec-

ond in the TAAC in

defense.

Pixley was named to

the first team All-TAAC

for the second season in a

row. He is the all-time

leader in the TAAC and at

Samford in 3-pointers

made. He is third on
Samford's all-time scoring

list.

"I've had a very fulfilling

career, and I think that

this season, with all the

new guys that we had,

was by far my favorite,"

Pixley said.

On March 24, weeks

after the Bulldogs' season

ended, LSU announced
that Brady would become

the school's new head

basketball coach. After

serving six years at

Samford, Brady left as the

University's all-time win-

ning-est coach. His overall

record was 89-77.

Samford named the for-

mer assistant coach,

Jimmy Tillette, as the new
head basketball coach on

i Jv'

March 26. "I'm honored

to be head coach," Tillette

said. "I've enjoyed my six

years here, and I'm excit-

ed about the future."

Coach Tillette has five

signees who will join the

team next fall. "I am very

optimistic about next sea-

son," Tillette said. "I

expect us to retain our

established work ethic

and build chemistry with

the five freshmen. I want

us to play our hardest

every game."
— Amy Smith

Coach Brady in a huddle.

Freashman guard Will Daniel

makes an impressive debut

for Samford.



The Samford women's
golf team played in eight

tournaments this year.

The tournaments were

divided between the fall

and spring semesters.

Senior Maria Nilsson led

the women's team for this

year in stroke average.

Nilsson also showed very

strong performances and
finishes in two of the sea-

son tournaments. Nilsson

won a tournament hosted

by Tennessee Tech in the

fall and then tied for first

at a tournament in

Kentucky hosted by
Murray State. "Maria is an
excellent golfer and she

had a really good season,"

head coach of the

women's golf team, Jane

Jones, said of Nilsson.

The TAAC women's
golf championship was
held April 20-21

in Deland, Fla., with

Stetson University as

host. Unfortunately, the

women's team experi-

enced rainy, cold weather

and did not play quite up
to par.

The women's golf team
will be losing three of the

five players who made up
the team this year.

Nilsson and senior Laura

Howell will be graduating

from Samford this spring,

and Melissa Schaefer will

be transferring. Even
with the loss of more
than half of her team
members Jones remains

optimistic about next

season. "We were

extremely lucky with our

recruiting this year, and I

am looking forward to

our next season," she

said. The Samford
women's golf team has

signed five new players to

next year's roster.

This year the seven

men on Samford's golf

team competed in eight

tournaments. Four of the

tournaments were held in

the fall, and the other

four were held in the

spring. The men's golf

team had its best placing

in the one fall tournament

hosted by Jacksonville

State. The men's team
tied for third-place hon-

ors out of the 15 teams

that competed at the

tournament. The men
gave their best spring per-

formance at the Bowden
golf course in Macon, Ga.,

at a tournament hosted by
Mercer University. Out of

the seven teams that com-
peted in this tournament,

the men's team placed

second overall.

"I feel very good about

the team," said head golf

coach Leon Davis. "We've

made improvements and
are laying the foundation

for a great men's team."

Davis has been coaching

the Samford men's golf

team for three years.

The men's team ended
their season with the

TAAC men's golf champi-

onship April 21-22 in

Gadsden, Ala. The men's

team finished ninth out

of the 12 golf teams com-
peting in the TAAC.

Junior Ryan Stead led

the men's golf team this

year in stroke average.

Matt Plothow and Wilson

Moore held the second

and third spots, respec-

tively, on the team. All of

the Samford men who
competed with the team
this year will be returning

next year to compete in

another season of

Samford golf.

— Mindy Oliphant

The Samford tennis

team is probably the most
culturally diverse varsity

team at Samford
University. The 18

members composing the

team have congregated

from all over the world

—

Switzerland, South Africa,

Chile, India and the

United States—to play

tennis for Samford. Pat

Breene, head tennis

coach, has worked hard to

make sure that although

his team is diverse, they

work together and play as

one unified team on the

court. "This is the hardest

working team that I've

coached in the past six

years," Breene said. The
tennis team played in

three fall tournaments to

warm up and prepare

themsel foi their tough

spring Iuleof20

matches.

During the spring season

the men's tennis team
had a slow start, but came
on strong to finish the

season, winning six out of

their last eight matches.

The men's team finished

their season 7-10. With
five new players to the

women's tennis team,

they, like the men's team,

got off to a rocky start.

But with every match
they played, the new
players quickly gained

experience on the court.

The women's team ended

the season 10-8.

"Improvement was great

from the beginning of the

season to the end,"

said Breene.

The TAAC tennis

championship was held

April 7-11. Both the

men's and women's teams

gave strong performances.

The men made it to the

second round, quarter-

finals where they lost 5-1

to Central Florida, the

number one seed in the

tournament. The
women's team advanced

all the way to the third

round, semi-finals where
they were also defeated by

the number one seed,

Central Florida.

The men's team will be

graduating only one
senior this year, Pieter

Calitz. Calitz has been a

vital member in leading

the men's team. He was
named All-Conference

and is also in the running

to receive the TAAC Most
Valuable Player award for

his performance this year.

The women's team will

also be losing only one
member, senior Falgunie

Parsana. Parsana has

been a valuable asset to

the tennis program, leading

the women's team for the

past four years. Calitz and

Parsana have also been

members of the varsity

All-Academic Team for

the past three years.

Coach Breene said of

his team, "With the

results and improvements

I saw in the last half of

the season, there will be a

good future for these kids."

— Mindy Oliphant
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intramurals

FOOTBALL

Every fall several teams

compete in intramural

football, with each team
playing for fun and, of

course, some friendly

competition. Participants

take out time from their

studies, work and social

lives to practice hard and
play during the regular

season. But the highlight

of every season is the

playoffs, where the best

teams compete against

each other to become the

best of the best

—

the champions.

The number of teams

involved in intramural

football increased this

year by three to a total of

47. Thirty-one men's

teams competed, and 16

teams fell into the

women's division.

The intramural

women's championship

games were extremely

intense. Phi Mu defeated

Spandex Goddesses 20-7

to advance to the finals

and compete against

Alpha Delta Pi. ADPi

defeated the ladies of

Cumberland Law School,

the Tort Mamas, 12-6 in a

close game to capture a

spot in the finals.

After a long, tough

struggle, Phi Mu defeated

Alpha Delta Pi in the sea-

son's final game 20-12.

Phi Mu chose senior quar-

terback Angie King as

their Most Valuable Player

for the year. "It was a

great feeling to win this

year. We've come so close

once or twice before, and
for the seniors this really

means a lot," King said.

"It was also nice to end
the season playing a team
like ADPi, who is both

very competitive and very

friendly and gracious.

That is what intramurals

should be about," King

added.

In the men's semi-

finals, Lambda Chi Alpha

defeated the (earn called

Who's Your Daddy? 33-0,

and Sigma Chi defeated

the Big Cheese 28-7 to

advance to the champi-

onship game. The final

match between Lambda
Chi and Sigma Chi

proved to be a good one
as the lead seesawed back

and forth. Sigma Chi

finally pulled it out to

win 21-19 and claim

the title.

Many students said

that this season's officiat-

ing was the best they had

seen in recent years.

Joelle Rule, director of

Campus Recreation, said

that the officials were

more efficient and com-
petent this season. Rule

also said the athletes

overall had better atti-

tudes this year and kept

themselves under control

more effectively. Rule's

objective for this year's

Campus Recreation pro-

gram was simply to

improve in all areas over

last year. In her opinion,

this objective was
achieved.

— April Harm



Angie King punts

the football dur-

ing the champi-

onship game

against Alpha

Delta Pi.

Fans eagerly watch

and cheer on the

championship

game between

Sigma Chi and

Lambda Chi Alpha.
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SOFTBALL

Intramural softball

will wrap up the intra-

mural season for the

school year. The soft-

ball season begins each

spring after Spring

Break, and the first

pitch of the 1997 sea-

son was thrown out at

six p.m. on Monday,
April 14.

Fifty-two teams

competed this season

with 28 men's, 17

women's and seven co-

ed teams. Joelle Rule,

campus recreation

director, had a tough

time scheduling times

to play because of the

enormous amount of

teams playing this sea-

son and because she

Many people got into the

swing of intramural softball

this spring.

had to work around the

schedule of the varsity

softball team. Games
began at five p.m. and
ended as late as 1

1

p.m., except for the

Friday and Sunday
games.

Jon Innes, a junior

infield player on the

Alpha Kappa Psi team
in the co-ed league,

said, "I enjoy playing a

relaxing sport with

friends, and it is also a

good time to get to

know others on the

team."

Gamma Sigma

Sigma mem her

Michelle Henderson, a

senior, said that she

plays for tun, not to

win. "Playing intramur-

al softball enables me
to bond with my other

sorority sisters whom I

would seldom see oth-

erwise," Henderson

said. This is the second

year Henderson has

played, and she hopes

for another exciting

season.

The intramural soft-

ball season had just

started when Entre

Nous went to press, but

it already looks like it

will be another great

season. As Jon Innes

said, "Play softball. It's

fun. It's relaxing. And
it's a good thing to do
with your friends.

"

— April Harris



VOLLEYBALL

Hit, set, spike!!

Samford students dis-

played gallant effort in

'the demanding, heart-

pumping sport of volley-

ball this year. Their main
objective? To have fun.

Many students came to

participate in the battle of

skill and stamina, and
what they lacked in style

and grace they made up
for with teamwork and
sheer determination.

Five more male teams

and one fewer female

team participated in intra-

mural volleyball this sea-

son than in the previous

year. Six divisions made
up the male league, while

the female league consist-

ed of four. Each team
competed against the

jother teams within each

^particular league and pro-

gressed to second round

'by winning at least two
jout of three games. Each

division's best teams

advanced to the tourna-

ment of champions,

where one loss would
eliminate a team from
competition all together.

Within the female

tournament, eight teams

advanced to the octa-

finals. Women's
Independent and Phi Mu
managed to succeed to

one side of the semi-

finals, and Alpha Delta Pi

and the Komodos suc-

ceeded to the other side.

In the semis, Women's
Independent pulled ahead

to the finals after a tough,

three-game match to

compete against the

Komodos, who defeated

their rivals in two games.

The two teams competed
strenuously and skillfully

to take the volleyball title

as their own. The
Komodos won the first

Chris Price and

Doug Smith pre-

pare for the return

at a Pi Kappa Phi

game early in the

tournament.

game. Women's
Independent came back

strong and organized in

the second game, and
won by three points.

Dominated by hard, fast-

paced action, Women's
Independent won the

third and final game to

win the match and
the title.

Sixteen teams partici-

pated in the male volley-

ball tournament. Sigma

Nu advanced through the

ranks, defeating Are You
Serious?, the Big Cheese

and Sigma Chi, to com-
pete against Lambda Chi

Alpha. Lambda Chi won
the opportunity to square

off against Sigma Nu by
eliminating Beeson

Divinity, BSU Choir and
the Madd Props. All of

the quarter- and semi-

final games were exhila-

rating due to the close-

ness of scores and the

intensity of third game
matches.

Many fans came to

cheer their team to victo-

ry in the final game.

Lambda Chi won the first

game, and Sigma Nu won
the second. Sigma Nu
took the lead early in the

third game with 10

points, but Lambda Chi

fought back to tie the

game at 12. Lambda Chi

pulled ahead to win the

game and the match 17

to 15.

— Jon limes

Intramural volley-

ball matches heat-

ed up the fall

semester.

l
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Another year has

passed, and many
Samford students

answered to the call of

the great American-made
sport of basketball. They
saw the mighty Bulldogs

play and even quite a few

of the professional games

on TV, but this spring

they wanted to try to play

the sport themselves. The
Samford student body
had a drive before Spring

Break to put on their ten-

nis shoes, throw balls in

the air and dribble every

spherical object they

encountered.

Some believed themselves

invincible on the court.

Others said they could

dribble around any oppo-

nent and shoot from any

position with nothing but

net; while there are still

others who claimed they

could slam-dunk the ball

just like Michael Jordon.

These people who were

bitten by the basketball

bug were given the

chance to participate in

Samford 's annual spring

intramural basketball

program.

There were many peo-

ple who signed up to play

in both the women's and
men's intramural leagues.

They joined together and
formed teams that varied

greatly in size, stature,

skill and speed. However,

they all played for the

same reasons: to have fun

and to try to win.

There were numerous
participants, as many
teams in both the

women's and men's

leagues played for fun in

their own divisions before

the best teams competed
against one another in

the intramural tourna-

ments. There were eight

teams in the tournament

for the women's league

and 16 for the men's.

The women's league may
have been slightly smaller

than the men's, but the

competition was still out-

standing. The women's
tournament lasted three

days, starting on March

24, with single elimina-

tion games.

Within the first round

of elimination in the

women's tournament,

Hoops devastated BSU
Choir 38-19; Best Guess

bested Alpha Delta Pi 24-

14; Zeta Tau Alpha laid

waste to Chi Omega 30-

16; and Phi Mu drugged

the Rxettes to win 28-21.

The winning teams were

given a night's rest before

showing up on the courts

the next day to compete
in the semi-finals. Best

Guess did not have a clue

how to handle its com-
petitor, Hoops, for they

were completely dominat-

ed and put away 40-28.

The play between Phi Mu
and Zeta was much closer.

Phi Mu only won by one
point with a final score

of 28-27.

On March 26, the best

of the women's league

played for the champi-

onship, and neither team
was willing to let the win
slip away from them
without a fight. Hoops
and Phi Mu both knew
how to dominate the

open floor, pass the ball

and most importantly,

shoot the ball with skill.

The competition was

fierce, and the game was

hard. In the end, howev-

er, Hoops managed to

pull ahead and win the

game by a single basket to

defeat Phi Mu 31-28.

With such a large

turnout for the men's

league, the tournament

had to be divided into

two parts, division one
and division two, and
took four davs to com-

plete. The
two divisions

also had sin-

gle elimina-

tion rules;

however, the

winners of

each division

competed
against each

other to

determine

who the

champions
would be.

In division

one, Menudo
advanced

past Bye to

play against

Side Effects,

who defeated

Fahgarweez. J
While

°"

Where's

Pooh, who had beaten

Jedi Mind Trick, played

against Pi Kapps, the ones

who put order against

Apparent Chaos. In the

next round of elimina-

tion, Menudo defeated

Side Effects 52-46, while

Where's Pooh put the Pi

Kapps in a pickle, 44-22.

The winners of the semi-

finals for division one
now advanced to the last

elimination stages. Here,

Menudo pulled ahead at

the end to defeat Where's

Pooh 55-51. Menudo
advanced to play the win-

ner in division two.

In division two the

competition was just as

intense, for the Big

Shooters defeated Fun

Baby to play against

Reservoir Dogs, who had

defeated the Kings. Sigma

Chi showed ambition

against the Slackers, but

still had to play against

the Big Cheese, who had

put down Hoops Upside

Your Head.

In the semi-finals tor

division two, the Big

Shooters showed that

Senior Matt Mitchell and fresh-

man Brian McPherson square off

with Dr. Chris Metress in the

Faculty/Staff vs. Intramural All-

Stars game.

height did not matter

against the Reservoir Dogs

by defeating them 58-28,

while Sigma Chi put the

Big Cheese on ice with a

final score of 47-46. In

the last game of division

two, the Big Shooters shot

ahead of Sigma Chi by a

single basket at the end to

win 37-35. The Big

Shooters then played the

undefeated Menudo for

the championship. The
final game of the men's

league drew many specta-

tors to observe the best of

the best. Menudo and tin.

Big Shooters, both tall in

height and quite well-

skilled with the basket-

ball, gave spectators a

game worthy to watch. At

the end of all the fowls,

jump shots, free throws

and three pointers,

Menudo came up ahead

56-52 and became the

men's league champions.
— Jon Iniw
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A CAPPELLA CHOIR

What do the cities of

Murfreesboro, Milan,

Dyersburg and Memphis
in Tennessee and the

cities of Hattiesburg,

Columbus and Tupelo in

Mississippi all have in

common? They all

received visits from

Samford's A Cappella

Choir over Spring Break.

While the

vast majority

of students

flocked

south to hit

the beaches,

this group of

about 70 stu-

dents trav-

eled with

their direc-

tor, Dr. Gene
Black, to

seven differ-

ent Baptist

churches

and one
Presbyterian

church to

share the

gospel

through

music.

A typical day on the

tour included traveling

by bus to the church

scheduled for that day,

eating a potluck dinner

provided by the church,

participating in a praise

and worship time to help

them focus on God, and
then performing a con-

cert for church members.
Several choir members
would then spend the

night together at the

home of one of the

church families. These

host families cooked the

singers breakfast in the

morning before the choir

convened to have a devo-

tional time together.

really felt the presence of

God during the week as

they proclaimed His

name through singing.

The group performed a

variety of musical selec-

tions during each con-

cert, including classical

pieces, traditional hymns,
a Negro spiritual and
even a Nigerian praise

Then members would
load the buses and head

for their next destination.

The theme of the

spring tour was "Giving

God All or Nothing," and
the group considered the

trip a ministry to the

congregations they visit-

ed. The choir members

song! All of the churches

really seemed to enjoy

the music and appreciate

the choir's visit.

The trip also allowed

the choir members to get

to know each other bet-

ter. The long bus rides

and the need to share

suitcases with other

members served this pur-

pose well! Overall, it

seemed to be a positive

experience for everyone

involved.

However, the ministry

did not end with the trip.

The A Cappella Choir

performed a homecom-
ing concert for friends

and family on Samford's

campus on
Friday, April

11, in the

Wright

Center. They
sang for a

large and
enthusiastic

audience for

their final

concert of the

year! At the

end of the

concert, about

50 choir

alumni par-

ticipated in

singing the

final selec-

tion—the tra-

ditional clos-

ing hymn,
"Beautiful

Savior." The spring con-

cert proved to be a great

opportunity for the choir

to share with others the

musical talent God has

given them.
— Kim feffcoat



EY'S FOL

Samford University

Theatre's first production

of 1997 was "Talley's

Folly" by Lanford Wilson.

Starring only two actors,

the play ran in Harrison

Theatre from Feb. 6

through Feb. 11.

The story, set in Lebanon,

Missouri, in 1944, fea-

tures two unlikely lovers.

Nathan Fleming, a candi-

date for the Master of

Divinity degree at Beeson

Divinity School, played

the role of Matt

Friedman, a 40-some-

thing-year-old German
Jew. Carrie Tillis, a recent

Samford graduate, por-

trayed the younger Sally

Talley, a small town, mid-

western girl who has cap-

tured Matt's heart.

With the prejudices of

World War II hanging in

the background of the

action, relations between

the down-home American

girl and the German-
Jewish man are strained.

Having met and fallen in

love the summer before,

the couple reunites when
Matt returns to Lebanon,

realizing that he cannot

live without Sally.

However, love is never

easy. Many secrets and
problems exist between

the two. Throughout the

course of the play, secrets

are revealed concerning

Matt's childhood and
Sally's barrenness. Both

characters learn to accept

each other's past and to

love each other in spite of it.

"Talley's Folly"

was performed on
an exquisite set

designed by Mr.

Eric Olson, who
has been with SU
Theatre for a

number of years.

Jan Morris direct-

ed the show and
commented that

the set was "the

best Mr. Olson has

done."

Consisting of

an old worn-down
boathouse and a

beautiful gazebo,

the stage lent

itself to a quiet,

romantic

encounter. Real

weeds and cattails

were used along

with special light-

ing effects to cre-

ate the illusion of

a river directly

below the tattered

house.

Combining the

intimacy of a

small, experienced

cast with the

beauty of an elab-

orate set and
lighting concept,

"Talley's Folly"

presents the strug-

gles of two different indi-

viduals in their search for

love.

Running just in time

for Valentine's Day, the

production was another

successful venture for

Samford Theatre.

— Chris Nelson

Nathan Fleming

and Carrie Tillis

show the audience

that love is never

easy.



"THE SKIN OF OUR TEETH"

V a
A star is born: Senior

Tom Hutchinson

shares the ups and

downs of his

experience with

Samford Theatre.

Last fall I entered the

school year with one real

goal I wanted to accom-
plish. I have always want-

ed to be in a

Samford

University Theatre

production, and
last semester I

reached my goal. I

tried out and got a

part in "The Skin

of Our Teeth" by
Thornton Wilder.

Now, when I say I

got a part, I mean
I got a part a little

bit larger than I

was expecting. I

was hoping to get

a nice little role

with three or four

lines—a part that

wouldn't put me under a

great deal of pressure, but

would still give me the

thrill of being on stage.

Yet, instead I landed the

second largest male role

and suddenly found

myself right in the thick

of things.

Suddenly my free time

was gone, and my home
became Harrison Theatre.

I had to re-work my
whole schedule. I gave up
intramural games, which
is a big deal for me, and I

even sacrificed Alabama
football tickets one
Saturday morning. I

quickly found out what
commitment meant and
how time consuming a

play really can be. Now,
before you start to think

that I just hated the

whole experience, let me
tell you why I loved it so

much. I met a number of

new friends that I would
have otherwise never

come in contact with, and
I spent more time with

some people I already

knew. I also found it to

be a great deal like Step

Sing in that while you
practice it's awful, but

when you perform it's so

much fun.

The show itself was a

little different. Many of

my friends who came to

see it asked me over and
over again what the plot

was. Even my parents

asked me to give them a

quick rundown of what
took place on the stage.

Although it was tough to

understand and maybe a

little hard to follow, I feel

that Samford students

enjoy going to the theater

to see people they know
perform. It always makes
it more fun if you know
someone on the stage

because it makes the play

seem that much more per-

sonal. 1 know that when I

go I always like to see

"RUMORS

Arguably one of the

best shows Samford

Theatre has produced,

Neil Simon's "Rumors"
ran from April 17-22. An
almost completely stu-

dent-produced play,

"Rumors" was hilariously

funny and provided non-

stop entertainment.

The story centers

around a couple that

faces a complicated situa-

tion just prior to their

tenth anniversary party,

The husband has shot

himself and the wife is

nowhere to be found as

guests begin to arrive at

the house. The Gormans,
played by Chris Nelson

and Molh Profntt, dis-

cover the husband and
attempt to avoid scandal

by keeping everything a

secret from the other

guests. The events which
have taken place, howev-

er, are unknown even to

them. Eccentric charac-

ters and bizarre personali-

ty types flood the house,

inventing explanation

after ludicrous explana-

tion for the night's

events. The result is a

hysterical comedy of

rumors, lies and intense

cover-up schemes.

As part of his senior

project, theatre major

Bradley Jones stood at the

helm of the production

from start to finish.

Choosing the play for its

"witty dialogue and
eccentric characters," the

first-time director felt

challenged. Not only did

he direct the play, but he

also designed and built

the set, a decision which
he believed must have

been made when he was

"temporarily mad."

However, cast and crew

members and the produc-

tion itselt attests to the

fact that he did a magnifi-

cent job. Sandy Bailey,

properties head, was

impressed with the way
[ones kept the crew heads

in communication with

each other. She

remarked, "He made us
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familiar faces performing,

it gives me something to

cheer for.

"The Skin of Our
Teeth" was a play about a

family who go through

many an ordeal and seem

to barely escape by the

skin of their teeth. Brad

Jones, a senior theatre

major, played the role of

the father, Mr. Antrobus.

Mr. Antrobus represents

John Doe, the average

American wrestling with a

destiny that at times

seems sour, but other

times sweet. Elizabeth

McKnight, a junior theatre

major, played Mrs.

Antrobus, a sweet mother
who tries to avoid conflict

at all cost. She is a true

mother who always tries

to put the family first.

Lucy Jones, a senior the-

atre major, had the role of

Sabina, the Antrobus'

|

(the crew) feel important

) and a part of the show."

;

Freshman theatre major

I Elizabeth Mayse served as

j assistant director and

|
admitted that the produc-

tion was "a lot of hard

work." However, she

I

remarked that it was won-

j

derful to see everything
' come together from a

j

directorial point of view.

| The show itself, Mayse
noted, is a "real good
showcase of diverse per-

sonalities," and it high-

lighted the individual

personalities of the cast

members.
— Jennifer Sharpton

maid. A very saucy char-

acter, Sabina turns out to

be the main character and
the comic relief of the

play. Shana Lee, a senior

speech communications
major, played Gladys

Antrobus, the daughter of

the family and the father's

favorite, no doubt. Then I

played the role of the son,

Henry Antrobus. The fam-

ily has survived fire, flood,

the ice age and many
wars. The family repre-

sents all of mankind and
demonstrates how the

human race continues to

survive despite the horri-

ble things that take place

everyday. The play teach-

es us to press on and to

always look for a small

glimmer of hope when it

seems all is gone.

I think everyone in the

audience could identify

with one of the main

characters in some way or

another. The family cov-

ered the spectrum of per-

sonality, life goals, moti-

vations and morals. I

think Thornton Wilder

was hoping that the audi-

ence would identify with

the family and that his

play would not only make
them laugh, but also have

a persuasive effect. Maybe
by showing the struggles

of one family he could

make another family bet-

ter. Whether or not the

audience identified with

the characters, I know
that I could identify with

everyone. I felt at times

that I had experienced the

same situations that each

character goes through,

and I learned a great deal

about persevering through

the tough times—a lesson

I also learned by being a

part of the play.

I want to encourage

those who have thought

about doing a theater pro-

duction to do it. I had a

blast and will always have

fond memories of all the

goings on before and dur-

ing the performances. I

want to thank Mr. Hunt,

the director, for the

opportunity to be a part

of the play, and all the

cast members for their

dedication and hard work.

I think it really paid off.

— Tom Hutchinson

The cast of "Rumors" had

the audience rolling in the

aisles this spring.
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Fifty girls, one bath-

room, one bedroom.

Sound like the time of

your life or a nightmare?

For BSU Choir members,
their annual Mini Tour is

not about cramped living

quarters, cold showers or

close company; it's about

serving others. In addi-

tion to singing in convos

and at area churches dur-

ing the school year, the

choir takes two annual

mission trips. In the fall

the trip is called Mini

Tour, and it lasts a week-

end. In the spring the

choir has its Main Tour,

which lasts an entire

week. Usually these trips

are taken out of town,

and churches in the area

host the members. Not
only does the choir pro-

vide concerts for the

churches and institutions

in the area, but its mem-
bers also work in various

capacities with local char-

ities or agencies.

This year BSU Choir

chose to minister to those

right outside Samford's

back door. On the week-

end of Nov. 8-10, the

members lived and minis-

tered in inner-city

Birmingham. "Why
should we travel hun-

dreds of miles when there

are lost people right here

in our community?" said

the trip's organizer and
BSU Choir vice president,

Jennifer Baergen.

Sharing the gospel of

Christ and ministering to

the needy are the main
purposes of the choir's

annual tours. I hroughout
the weekend they served

God in those capacities

through several organiza-

tions within the Magic

City. For choir members,

serving God is not just

singing in worship ser-

vices. Service entails

doing trench work and
unglamourous jobs not

for the praise of others,

but out of love for Christ

and their fellow man.
Sorting clothes for a local

church's clothes closet,

conducting community
surveys for a small local

church, singing at the

Juvenile Detention

Center, painting a local

church's basement and
helping out at a homeless

shelter were just some of

the many jobs choir

members took on during

the Mini Tour weekend.

The choir worked closely

with Green Springs

Baptist Church and
brought the weekend to

fruition by leading their

morning worship service.

BSU Choir, throughout

their tour, aided not only

the people of inner-city

Birmingham, but also

enriched their own lives.

Tour is a time for the

members to grow closer

together as a group and
personally closer to

Christ. In helping others,

a greater blessing is often

received by the provider

of the help. Despite the

cramped living accommo-
dations, every choir

member would agree that

Mini Tour is always worth

the sacrifices. You never

regret serving God and
ministering to those

whose needs are often

greater than your own.
This entirely student-led

choir seeks through its

tours to obey the com-
mands of God, to be a

servant and to spread the

Gospel to all the earth.

— Jennifer Sharpton

DR. LOWELL VANN

In a special Easter convocation,

Dr. Lowell Vann of the art department

created a stunning visual depiction of

the empty tomb. Inspirational music

was played during the service as Dr.

Vann awed the convo crowd and made
the time a truly worshipful experience.

"PIRATES OF PENZANCE"

On Nov. 22-24 the School of Music at

Samford University put on the humorous
opera, "The Pirates of Penzance." The plot

centers around the misadventures of

Frederick, an apprenticed pirate, and his

cronies and the objects of their affection,

the very beautiful daughters of the Major

General. The storyline eventually straight-

ens out towards the end of the perfor-

mance, but not before it gets tangled and

tied into knots for the amusement of the

audience.

Comprised of talented voice students,

the cast worked long hours from early

September right up to performance to

make the production a success. Working
together for such a period of time resulted

in a closeness among the cast and a chem-
istry on the stage that the audience could

perceive. In addition to the work of the

Samford voice students, the members of

the Opera Workshop and the drama appre-

ciation classes helped to build the sets and

props. Through the hard work and musical

talent of Samford students, "The Pirates of

Penzance" proved to be a thoroughly

entertaining event.

— Christi Hardin
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

It is often hard for

today's college students to

stand up for their person-

al beliefs and find outlets

for leadership; however,

Samford students have a

great opportunity to do
both through the Student

Government Association,

or SGA. SGA has become
one of the strongest stu-

dent-led organizations on
campus. "SGA's main goal

is to represent and to pro-

mote student interests in

the decisions made at

Samford," said First Vice

President Bryan Freud.

SGA consists of four main
branches: the legislative

branch, or the senate; the

executive branch, which
consists of the president

and his advisors and staff;

the judicial branch,

which is made up of stu-

dent justices; and the

activities branch, which
plans student activities.

One of SGA's main
focuses is providing and
coordinating activities

and services for students

such as Homecoming,
Step Sing and Miss

Samford. SGA started out

the new 1996 school year

with a bang by providing

the annual welcome back

dance at Sloss Furnaces.

The rain and the mud did

not stop students from

making this year's dance

yet another success. SGA
events provide students

with a chance to meet
new friends as well as

make lasting memories
with old ones.

Although the organiza-

tion plans events aimed

at entertaining and
diverting students, SGA is

not all fun and games.

For example, the student

senate convenes weekly to

attend to the student

body's business. Every

Tuesday night in DBH
auditorium the 46 repre-

sentatives discuss and

debate campus hot topics

and lobby for or against

legislation. Senators must
consider two different

types of legislation: bills

and resolutions. Bills

change the code of laws

or give appropriation

funds to organizations.

SGA defines resolutions as

expressions of the needs

of the student body.

Freshman Senator Jason

Roland said he believes

that the most controver-

sial bills in the senate are

the ones concerning the

giving of funds to organi-

zations.

40
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Many senate bills and
resolutions take forever

for the senators to decide

upon, while others are

dealt with quickly. A
prime example of an easi-

ly passed resolution was

one which called for a

better pathway from

Student Apartments to

the football stadium press

tower.

Several freshman sena-

tors such as Roland said

they were eager about

their new positions in

SGA. Freshman Allison

Scarbrough feels that SGA
has given her insight into

Ihow the government

works and has also

allowed her to make new
friends. SGA gives fresh-

men as much input as the

upperclassmen. Freshman
Shannon Faulkner said

being involved gives her

"a voice in the freshman

experience." Many of the

freshmen senators hope
to continue to be

involved in SGA through-

out their Samford career.

Out of all the senate

meetings this year, there

is one that stands out in

everyone's mind; it took

place on Tuesday, Nov.

12. Some very explosive

topics were presented at

(Students rocked the vote during

spring elections. Officers for the

new year will be the following:

David Spurling, president; Mike

'Robinson, first vice president;

John Asbeck, second vice

president; and John Fortney,

treasurer.

this particular meeting

which concerned the

adoption of the new cur-

riculum. Dr. James
Netherton, University

provost, and others were

invited by SGA to give

their personal insight on
the new curriculum,

which has been in the

works since 1989. "You

could almost feel the con-

fusion and the tension in

the air," stated freshman

Alicia Flores. Flores was

one of the many students

who came to hear about

the new curriculum.

Many of those students

left the meeting wishing

they had been confronted

earlier about the new cur-

riculum.

SGA and the adminis-

tration of Samford have

begun to work more on a

one-to-one basis with the

aid of SGA President

Hunter Brewer.

Brewer said that the

"relationship with the

administration varies like

\

all things in life." Brewer

feels that in many aspects

the administration goes

above and beyond its

duty with SGA; however,

there are still many areas

that need attention. These

areas can improve if stu-

dents continue to be

involved and make their

voices heard through

SGA.
— Anna Patterson

junior Bryan Freud served as

SCA first vice president this year.

Entre Nous
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entertainment, Stages is

STAGES

Amidst the seemingly

never-ending stress of meant to provide venues

being a college student, it for student talent." Two
can often be difficult to fit student bands, Fishtank

entertainment into an Jonah and Lucky Liza

already busy schedule. Jean played cover songs as

With the help of the SGA well as some original

program, Stages, students music. Student Jonathan

can conveniently attend Munson also performed.

live performances without For the fourth and
having to leave campus. final show of the fall

Stages presented four semester, the Stages com-
concerts during the fall mittee hosted Sister Sarah,

semester. The first, held a band that features the

Sept. 16, featured unique sound of hand
singer/songwriter Roger percussion on Bongo
Day playing both drums. Jeane said the

Christian and secular band was recommended
music on his acoustic gui- by Assistant Director of

tar. According to Stages Student Activities

co-chairman Chuck Jeane, Suzanne Martin, who had

"Day has played at heard them play in

Samford the past four or Orlando, Fla. Sister Sarah

five years in a row." To performed a selection of

give Day's music the right mostly upbeat songs for

atmosphere, the commit- the crowd that gathered

tee transformed the Flag in Samford's Washington

Colonnade into an inti- Courtyard, including a

mate coffee-house setting rendition of "The Limbo"
for his concert. as students proceeded to

The second Stages pro- see how low they could

gram introduced Samford go-

students to the sounds of Last year the program

Celtic rock. This show on was referred to as

Oct. 3 featured Ceili Rain, "Experimental Stages."

a band that includes bag- Jeane said this name was

m. pipes, whistles and other reflective of the commit-

fkA non-traditional instru- tee's desire "to experi-

ments. "Ceili Rain has a ment with and broaden

very different sound," the types of entertain-

Jeane said. "They were a ment that were brought

lot of fun, and several stu- to Samford." The com-
dents have asked about mitte shortened the name
the possibility of them for the program to

coming back next year." "Stages" for the 1996-97

The Oct. 16 Stages con- school year. Jeane said,

cert showcased some of "It's no longer experimen-

Samford 's very own. tal because we know what

According to the pro- we want to do with this

gram's co-chairman, program. Hopefully the

Jeanne Sullivan, "In addi- name will stick."

tion to presenting quality — Amy Smith



The Celtic rock band, Ceili Rain,

performed in Washington

Courtyard.
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STUDENT MINISTRIES
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Risk being real.

This was the theme
adopted by Student

Ministries for the 1996-97

school year.

According to Director

of Student Ministries

Brenda Sanders, "The

council chose this theme
to encourage students to

be honest and vulnerable

with God, with them-

selves and with others.

We cannot grow as

Christians until we get

past the masks and be

real."

Although Sanders said

"risk being real" was more
Of a mind-set than a

theme carried out in

activities, the idea was
emphasized in numerous
Quest services throughout

the year.

Perhaps Student

Ministries' best known
activity, Quest is the

weekly contemporary
worship service held each

Tuesday at 9 p.m. in Reid

Chapel. Different speak-

ers shared with students

each week. Many of

them emphasized honesty

and vulnerability in the

Christian faith. The
Quest band, comprised of

Andrew Carman, Jamian
Coleman, Jason Cook,

Brian Marbury, Elliott

Moon and Allison Worley,

led students in praise

songs.

Quest is only one
activity sponsored by

Student Ministries.

"Student Ministries has

so much to offer. There

are ways that everybody

can be involved,"

Freshman Ministries coor-

dinator Elizabeth

Atcheson said.

Atcheson organized

Discovery Groups
designed especially for

freshmen and led by

upperclassmen. Other

Bible study groups also

brought students togethei

to share God's Word.

A variety of missions

opportunities were

offered by Student

Ministries this year. A
Spring Break mission trip

allowed students to use

sports to share their faith



BIRMINGHAM CLEAN-UP^
Members of Alpha

Phi Omega volun-

teered their ser-

vices as part of

the annual

Birmingham

Clean-Up spon-

sored by the

Community
Service Office.

vith children in inner-

. ity Birmingham.
1 Summer missions pro-

-ams send students all

Wer the globe. This sum-

mer Samford students will

''ravel to Southeast Asia,

\ustralia, Korea,

Indonesia, Malawi, Spain
)!ind around the United

.rates.

j

According to Atcheson,

amford has more stu-

dents participating in

ummer missions projects

|han any other school in

he nation.

Besides the many
>pportunities for students

o share their faith,

tudent Ministries also

provides activities

Resigned to strengthen

tudents' spirituality. In

January, Samford students

attended Passion '97, a

conference held in Texas

for college students from

across the nation to wor-

ship and pray together.

In March Student

Ministries held a spring

retreat, called "In the Eye

of the Storm," in Cook
Springs, Ala.

Prayer coordinator

Amy Brown said, "The

spring retreat was my
favorite activity this year.

It was a real turning point

in my life. I learned how
to take up my cross and
the difference between

being a Christian and a

Christ-follower."

New to Student

Ministries' line-up of

activities this year was

Camp Fun, the brainchild

of the activities coordina-

tor, Tyler Brown. Camp
Fun was a time for stu-

dents to get to know one
another while spending a

day at Oak Mountain
State Park.

Student Ministries also

sponsored many other

campus events including

Vision, Church Day,

Covenant Worship, Ban

the Cat', Cultural

Awareness Week, a white

water rafting trip and con-

certs by Jars of Clay and
Caedmon's Call.

"Student Ministries

offered something for

everybody this year,"

Atcheson said.

— Amv Smith

Christian rock band Caedmon's

Call appeared in concert in the

fall and paid a visit to WVSU this

spring.
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Student Ministries

sponsored the Fall

Carnival in Ben Brown
Plaza this year as part of

the Homecoming week
festivities. The carnival

provided games and
treats for children from

the neighborhood and

of faculty and staff.

Members of various

organizations on cam-

pus manned the booths

and had the serious job

of making sure the kids

had some serious fun.

All the proceeds from

the carnival went to the

Samford Summer
Missions Program.

Face-painting, food, fun and

general clownin' around were

just some of the Fall Carnival

diversions.
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SAMFORD SPEAKER SERIES

"UFOs: The Hidden
History." Sounds like a

Geraldo topic or the title

of an "X-Files" episode,

right? Well, this title actu-

ally belonged to the pre-

sentation of Mr. Robert

Hastings, a researcher

from New Mexico who
spoke at Samford in

October as part of the

Samford Speaker Series.

Hastings was only one
of several stellar speakers

in the Series' line-up for

the 1996-97 school year,

but with his theories on
government conspiracies

to cover up UFO intelli-

gence, he definitely repre-

sents the most unique lec-

turer this campus has

seen in recent years.

According to Samford
Speaker Series literature,

Hastings declared, "The
time has come for the

government to be forth-

right with the American
people regarding its

knowledge of

UFOs."

The
Samford

Speaker Series'

slogan, "An
Intellectual

Renaissance,"

accurately

defines the

program's pur-

pose. Junior

Laura Willis, a

Samford Speaker Series

committee member, said

their goal was to bring a

variety of different per-

sonalities and topics to

campus to encourage

thought and discussion.

"Looking back over the

year as a whole, I think

we tried to get speakers

who would appeal to dif-

ferent audiences—we
tried to have something

for everyone," Willis said.

"I think we achieved that

goal."

Because of the efforts

"I think we tried to get

speakers who would appeal

to different audiences— we
tried to have something for

everyone."

Laura Willis, junior

Samford Speaker Series Committee Member

of the committee, a host

of stimulating speakers

appeared at Samford,

including Professor of

Entrepreneurship Mr. R.

Clayton McWhorter, who
gave a presentation titled

"Healthcare: Yesterday,

Today, and Tomorrow";
the first black

Congresswoman in the

United States, the

Honorable Shirley

Chisholm; and Poetess

Marge Piercy.

— Carrie Dawson
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ALPINE TOWER

Samford's new Alpine

Tower offered interested

groups of students, facul-

ty and administration the

opportunity to take cam-
pus recreation to a new
level when the ropes

coarse and climbing

tower opened last fall.

When Joelle Rule,

director of Campus
Recreation, took her job

in August of 1995, the

proposed ropes course

was still a dream. But

Rule explained that it

became a reality when
Samford agreed to pro-

vide the funds and
Lakeshore Rehabilitation

eagerly agreed to donate

the land at the back of

their property.

Rule said that the use

of the course is divided

into six-month incre-

ments. The first six

months Samford has use

of the course on the

weekends and Lakeshore

has use during the week.

After six months, the

schedule will reverse.

The course contains

more than 30 different

climbing routes as well as

a 50-foot climbing tower.

The entire course, includ-

ing the ground activities

and the climbing options,

are wheelchair accessible

with multiple ramps and
have devices to facilitate

climbers directly from

their chairs.

Rule, who admitted

being terribly afraid of

heights, explained the

philosophy of the Alpine

Tower.

"The course is

designed based on the

concept of 'challenge by
choice.' The climbers do
only what they are com-
fortable with and learn to

respect the goals of oth-

ers," said Rule.

Beyond challenging

the groups to test their

personal comfort zones,

the course also aids par-

ticipating groups in learn-

ing teamwork, communi-
cation and trust, Rule

said.

"The climbing is used

as a metaphor for life,"

said Rule.

Rule explained that

the tower achieves this

through the three-way

communication during

the climb between the

climber, belayer (person

who runs the safety

ropes) and the climbing

monitor. All three must
learn and practice trust

and respect.

The tower is run by
students and faculty

called facilitators that

have been trained, Rule

said. The facilitators

direct the group at first,

but are basically present

to surpervise. The groups

learn to operate every ele-

ment of the tower them-
selves and perform the

roles of climber, belayer

and monitor.

The Samford volleyball

team is one of the many
groups who has used the

tower as a tool to build

teamwork and unity.

Mary T Willett, a sopho-

more member of the

team, said that the team
benefited tremendously

from their afternoon at

the tower.

"Climbing the tower

and completing the

ground activities really

helped us to trust each

other. We tried harder

ways to climb other than

just the normal ones, and
it encouraged us to push
ourselves and each other

to do our very best. The
skills of communication
and trust we learned have

helped us on the court,"

Willett said.

Rule is optimistic

about the future of the

tower. She hopes to

encourage groups in the

community, such as cor-

porate and church

groups, to use the course.

The general goal is to pro-

duce enough revenue to

pay back Samford's initial

investment and eventual-

ly become a self-support-

ed endevour.

Elisabeth Can

Fntre Nous
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campus life ALPHA DELTA PI

Alpha Delta Pi has had
a very busy year, begin-

ning with rush and con-

tinuing throughout the

1996-97 term. Many
women represent Alpha

Delta Pi in leadership

roles in the Student

Government Association,

Campus Mininstries, aca-

demically and in other

organizations on campus.

It is not hard to see how
dedicated the sorority is

to Samford University.

Before classes began,

Elizabeth Atcheson direct-

ed SOS Plus, and Norma
Kay Howard, Susan Orum,

Lynna Bryson, Lee Beth

Kilgore and Jenni Drury

served as SOS group lead-

ers. Elizabeth Atcheson

also served as the

Freshman Ministries coor-

dinator. Jena Hickman
was named president of

Interface, and in October

Teresa Parker was named
vice president. Susan

Orum served on the

Academic Affairs

Committee. During

Fraternity Rush, Teresa

Parker, Elizabeth

Atcheson, Heather Lyrene

and Christy Langford

served as Pi Kappa Phi

Rush Hostesses. Brooke

Howard, Michelle Gaines

and Suzanne Ross served

as Sigma Phi Epsilon Rush

Hostesses, and Missy

Tabor served as Sigma Chi
Rush Hostess. In

November, Whitney King

and Michelle Mullis were

named Sigma Chi
Sweethearts, and Carrie

KAPPA ALPHA PSI
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Kappa Alpha Psi was
founded in 1911 on the

campus of Indiana

University through the

efforts of ten young men.
Elder Watson Diggs

served as the first presi-

dent of the fraternity and
later became the first

national president.

Kappa Alpha Psi has

had members at Samford
University since 1993.

Maurice McCaney, Derric

Farror and Lee Eason, the

advisor, were the first and
only members on campus
until spring semester of

1996. The current mem-
bers include Mike Dale,

president; Mike Porter,

vice president; Jahmaal
Byrd, treasurer; Khalief

Stamps, parliamentarian;

James T Taylor, secretary;

Lejon Poole, historian

and Maurice McCaney.
The chapter looks for-

ward to being involved

on campus, to participat-

ing in activities along

with other Greek organi-

zations and to taking

Kappa Alpha Psi into the

next century at Samford
University.

— lames T. Tayloi

Johnson was named a

Sigma Nu Little Sister.

Norma Kay Howard
and Taylor Hanson servec

as senators for SGA.
Homecoming week was a

busy week for Alpha

Delta Pi. Teresa Parker

was the chairman of the

SGA Homecoming com-
mittee and worked along-

side Elizabeth Atcheson

who served as her co-

chairman. Alpha Delta

Pi's float won second

place. Michelle Mullis

represented the sopho-

more class on the

Homecoming Court.

In October Lucy Jones

starred in the Samford
Theatre production, "The

Skin of Our Teeth." Lucy

also directed "Greater

Tuna," a one-act play, in

December. Jennifer

Lockamy took part in the

Hanging of the Green.

Alpha Delta Pi

Samford Ambassadors

this year were Wallis

Williamson, Norma Kay

Howard, Susan Orum,
Jennifer Lockamy and
Elizabeth Atcheson.

Service projects this

year have included the

Arrest for Hunger drive,

with Alpha Delta Pi col-



PI KAPPA PHI

lecting over 150 cans; the

jHannah Home clothes

drive; visits to the Ronald

McDonald House; and
tutoring at Price

.Elementary and various

other schools in

'Birmingham.

J
Step Sing was a fun

.jtime for Alpha Delta Pi

jthis year. Cassie

[McDougal was the direc-

tor, and Holly Armstrong

iserved as assistant direc-

tor. The theme of Egypt

won second place in the

.women's division. Alpha

[Delta Pi was represented

in other parts of Step Sing

ialso. Elizabeth Atcheson

{served on the Step Sing

^committee and Lindsey

JAnderson directed the

faculty's show.

J Alpha Delta Pi was

jwell represented on cam-

jpus this year in many dif-

ferent events and organi-

sations. This has been a

igreat year for Alpha Delta

Pi, and with all the lead-

jership qualities, dedica-

tion and commitment of

(the women of Alpha
! Delta Pi, there will be a

wonderful future ahead.

— Kris Wenzel

The Alpha Eta chapter of Pi

Kappa Phi is very proud of its

achievements of the past year.

The brothers have continued

to work on a new program, The
Journey, that was implemented
last spring. The project was creat-

ed to focus members' ideals on
the principles on which the fra-

ternity was founded. The Journey
allows the men of Pi Kappa Phi to

enjoy a number of benefits while

striving to obtain the goal of

being better men. The program's

designers based it on seven

points: balance, excellence,

accountability, commitment,
opportunity, no limits and stew-

ardship. These principles define Pi

Kappa Phi's vision, and this

vision will keep the Alpha Eta

chapter on the road to being the

best they can be.

Pi Kappa Phi has also enjoyed

being involved with its national

philanthropy, PUSH America,

which provides adaptive play

environments for children with

disabilities, encourages people to

volunteer on behalf of local facili-

ties serving the disabled, and pro-

vides educational programs to

promote a better understanding

of citizens who have disabilities.

— Jason Roberts and Scott Stake

DELTA ZETA

With 34 new members
this year, two significant

awards and significant

recognition in its national

magazine, Samford's Delta

Zeta chapter, Alpha Pi,

has seen a lot of improve-

ments recently.

Since the end of last

year, with its chapter total

in the 60's, Delta Zeta

acquired 34 new mem-
bers, all of whom are now
initiated. "The 34 new
girls add strength to our

chapter, along with char-

acter, and they add to our

diversity," Julie Mills, the

new chapter president,

said.

Delta Zeta also

acquired two awards that

all chapters of the sorority

in the state of Alabama
were eligible to receive.

These two awards are the

"Most Improved Chapter

Award" and the

"Outstanding Freshman

Representative Award."

The award labeling Alpha

Pi as the most improved

chapter is a great accom-

plishment for the sorority.

Also, Kelly Wilson, who is

now a sopohomore, was

chosen from all the fresh-

men in Alpha Pi's province

as most outstanding at

the end of last year.

Another achievement

that the women of Delta

Zeta are excited about is

the feature article that

will appear in Delta Zeta's

national magazine. The
Lamp will contain an arti-

cle sometime this spring

about the improvements

and achievements of the

chapter.

Delta Zeta's increase in

size and in national

recognition both repre-

sent the improvements in

the chapter. The women
are also proud of local

recognition in Samford's

Step Sing, in which they

placed third in the

women's division.

Sophomore Kristen Henry
is excited about the chap-

ter's accomplishments.

"We're really proud of the

progress we've made in

the past two years, and
we hope to keep the ben-

efits that a small sorority

has even while we
increase in number."

— Holly Hughey
51
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The Sigma Epsilon

chapter of Sigma Phi

Epsilon at Samford
University has had an

exciting year while con-

tinuing to build on their

traditions of virtue, dili-

gence and brotherly love.

Highlights of the year

included rush, intramural

football, a service project

with the Jaycees' Haunted
House, serenading the

sororities and brother-

hood retreat.

This year Sigma Phi

Epsilon awarded its sec-

ond Balanced Man

Scholarship, which is the

only scholarship offered

by a fraternity on
Samford's campus. The
scholarship awards an

incoming freshman male
who is developed in the

areas of scholarship, lead-

ership, community
involvement and athlet-

ics. Over 200 applications

were sent to entering

freshmen, and the field

was narrowed to 32 final-

ists through a process of

application and interview-

ing. The finalists and their

parents were invited to a

reception in September

where the winner was
announced.

Andy Pohl, chairman
of the Balanced Man
Scholarship worked dili-

gently on the project and

said he was "very

impressed by the scholar-

ship and leadership

potential in this group of

freshmen."

The Balanced Man
Project is Sigma Phi

Epsilon's nationally recog-

nized program of mem-
bership development.
— Jeff'Wright ivui Drnii Bkifa*.

The 1996-97 school

year was a very exciting

time for the Zeta Zeta

chapter of Chi Omega.
This year was a time of

growth and strengthening

in our sisterhood. The
expansion of the chapter

had an excellent start in

August with the addition

of 41 new members
through rush.

The fall semester was
full of many activities and
new experiences for the

chapter, this year for the

annual sisterhood retreat,

the chapter traveled to

Memphis, Tenn., for the

first time as a chapter. The
sisters had a chance to

tour Chi Omega's nation-

al facilities and learn

more about the organiza-

tion. Other highlights

included the Homecoming
barbecue, where almost

400 sisters, family mem-
bers and alumni were pre-

sent; cooking dinner for

the Samford basketball

team and an all-

Greek/faculty brunch at

Christmas. The semester

ended with our tradition-

al winter formal, the

White Carnation Ball.

Community service was
an important area of focus

for the chapter this year

also. The chapter, in con-

junction with Samford's

homeless ministry, orga-

nized a campus-wide

clothes drive. It received a

good response from other

campus organizations and
led to a large donation to

the Jimmie Hale Mission.

Chi Omega also sponsored

three children from the

Salvation Army's Angel

Tree. In the spring Chi

Omega worked closely

with the United Way to

help organize the March
of Dimes annual walking

fundraiser. Some sisters

were team communica-
tors, while others volun-

teered or participated in

the walk itself.

In the spring semester

there were also main new
events and accomplish-

ments. Chi Omegas joined

together for Step Sing

P> 1 >7 to become sisters

with soul in "A Tribute to

Diana Ross and the

Supremes." The show
won not only first place

in the women's division,

but also the coveted

Sweepstakes award. This

event was a wonderful

reward for many hard

hours of work and com-
mitment from the partici-

pants and committee
members. Many of our

members also participated

in all of the intramural

sports. In April our annu-

al Eleusinian dinner cele-

brated Chi Omega's 102nd

birthday. The awesome
year ended with our

annual Crawfish Boil at

Oak Mountain. In June

many of our members
will join with other Chi

Omegas nationwide to

attend Firesides in

Memphis. After such a

memorable year, the

chapter is looking forward

to its future and continu-

ing the improvements to

keep creating a stronger

chapter.

— UiinJv Stallimi
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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA

The ladies of Omicron
Mu chapter at Samford

have been busy conduct-

ing the business of Alpha

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Chapter activities include

a range of services provid-

ed to the community.
Members of the sorority

have been and are cur-

rently involved in Health

Initiatives including can-

cer, sickle cell anemia,

AIDS awareness and
senior care. The chapter

has sponsored cancer

awareness booths on
campus to help increase

knowledge of prevention,

detection, causes and
treatment of breast and
testicular cancer. Upon its

chartering in 1988,

Omicron Mu chapter

established sickle cell ane-

mia as its campus philan-

thropy. Since that time

the chapter has spent

numerous hours provid-

ing the community with

information concerning

the effects of the deadly-

disease.

In response to the

growing epidemic of HIV
and AIDS, the chapter

conducted activities to

educate the community.
To further enhance our

knowledge of the disease

and to comfort those suf-

fering from the disease,

members volunteered

weekly at the 1917 AIDS
Clinic. Members also vol-

unteer their time at the

Montclair East Nursing

Home to provide the

elderly with care and
attention they desperately

need.

The chapter has also

taken initiative to serve

those who are physically

disabled. Members are

currently volunteers with

the American Pioneers for

the American Dream

GAMMA SIGMA SIGMA

Tucked away in an
[English classroom on
I Monday nights, a little-

j
known organization holds

jits meetings. The group is

[i small, but close-knit;

.5 diverse, but bound

lj
together by a common
sisterhood. Following

;
their ideals of service,

! friendship and equality,

I

the women of Gamma
Sigma Sigma National

[Service Sorority plan ways
jto help the Birmingham
community in any way
they can.

Chartered here in

\
1972, the Delta Sigma
chapter joins with various

organizations in

Birmingham and sur-

rounding cities to volun-

teer for anything from
working walk-a-thons to

cleaning warehouses. A
'major service project the

women undertake each

December is holding a

Christmas party at a local

library for underpriv-

eleged children. Last year

more than 25 children

attended the party and
had a great time.

The sisters also take

time to volunteer for

Habitat for Humanity, a

program designed to

build houses for low-

income families. They
found that putting up sid-

ing, tearing out ceilings

and roofing were particu-

larly good activities for

sisterly bonding. They
believe that the sisters

who sweat together, stay

together.

Nationally, Gamma
Sigma Sigma has exten-

sively volunteered for

organizations which ben-

efit women and children

(Alabama Games).

Chapter members helped

in the preparation and
execution of area

Olympic Games for the

Physically Disabled. The
ladies of AKA hosted stu-

dents from the Alabama
School for the Deaf in

order to inform them
about alternatives in

higher education.

Activities included a tail-

gate party before a foot-

ball game, a campus tour

and a tour of the football

players' weight room.

Members of the chapter

feel that the physically

disabled should be aware

of all the possibilities out

there for them.

The ladies of Omicron
Mu chapter at Samford
will continue to be of ser-

vice to mankind and to

the University in the

future.

— Kind Anwsu

^\

at risk. To coordinate

themselves with this plat-

form, the Delta Sigma

chapter has worked with

the Multiple Sclerosis

Society, the Ronald

McDonald House and the

Birmingham Jaycees.

However, the women
certainly don't believe in

all work and no play. This

year they threw a

Halloween party for their

new pledges and are plan-

ning a formal in May.

Gamma Sigma Sigma is

a different kind of sorori-

ty. It is open to anyone
who wants to lend a help-

ing hand and is commit-
ted to the ideals of the

sorority. The open selec-

tion policy is attractive to

many members because it

provides a way for differ-

ent kinds of people to be

involved in a group that

does so much good. The
women are sincere in

their efforts to be of ser-

vice to someone and feel

the sorority is a great way
to give back some of the

things they have been
given. "United in His

love, we seek to serve" is

the chapter's motto. The
sisters of Gamma Sigma

Sigma strive to serve as

many as they can and
welcome anyone who
would like to come along

with them.
— Jennifer Johnson



ampus life
PHI MU

The sisters of Phi Mu
model their lives around a

common creed. The
creed's three ideals—love,

honor, truth—are the

foundations for the frater-

nity, and this past year

the goal of the Alpha

Gamma chapter has been

to better exemplify these

ideals individually and
collectively.

Love...

Phi Mu's found them-
selves extremely active

this year with their phil-

anthropy, the Children's

Miracle Network. Two
days a week a team of

around four sisters visited

the Children's Hospital to

play with the children.

This was a special time

not only for the patients,

but for the sisters, too.

Besides the actual

hands-on ministry, Phi

Mu was also active with

fundraising. For the sec-

ond year in a row, the

chapter held the

Children's Miracle 5K Run
at Oak Mountain State

Park. The chapter also

hosted its sixth annual

Rock-A-Thon. These two
events were highly suc-

cessful and the chapter

donated over $2,600 to

benefit the children.

Another special oppor-

tunity for Phi Mu was a

homeless ministry

through the YWCA. At

Christmas the chapter

threw a party for 40
homeless children in the

Phi Mu house. There were

Christmas carols and pre-

sents and of course, no
Christmas party would be

complete without jolly

ole' Saint Nick!

Honor...

This year was an out-

standing year in achieve-

ment for Phi Mu not only

collectively, but also on
an individual basis.

Seniors Kasey Kirby and
Christine Chilton were

crowned Homecoming
Queen and Miss Samford,

respectively. Phi Mu
placed first in the

Homecoming display

competition

and took

first place in

women's
intramural

flag football.

Some of

the other

activities Phi

Mu's are

involved in

include SU
Theatre, the

tennis team,

the new
women's basketball team,

the soccer team, Student

Ministries, Campus
Outreach, Residence Life,

the Crimson and Entre

Nous staffs.

Truth...

In keeping true to our

ideals and to the memory
of our founders, the sis-

ters of Phi Mu created

and participated in sever-

al special events. First was

a senior mother/daughter

pinning ceremony and
luncheon in memory of

Mrs. Brenda Kirby, moth-
er of Phi Mu Kasev Kirbv.

The spring semester for

the brothers ot the Theta

Alpha chapter of Lambda
Chi Alpha brought forth a

period of growth and
renewed excitement into

the chapter. The chapter

produced a first place fin-

ish in Step Sing with the

show, "A Tribute to the

Beatles", The spring also

brought the initiation of

16 new brothers and four

honorary initiates. These

honorary initiates includ-

ed prominent members of

the community and facul-

ty of Samford University

that have been influential

in the growth of the fra-

ternity. The chapter took

on a new philanthropy

this semester in hopes ot

broadening it's service for

'

Another

unique event

was Phi Mu's

Founders' Day
Alumnae
Brunch and

Fashion Show
held at the

Vestavia Hills

Country Club.

The day was a

chance to remember the

founders and fellowship

with the alumnae who
paved the way for the

Alpha Gamma chapter of

Phi Mu.
— Heather Averetl

LAMBDA CHI ALPHA

the community.

Project Kids in Distress

joined Magic Moments as

the main fundraising

organizations of the chap-

ter. The brothers success-

fully raised contributions

of $150 and $250 to help

support the organization

in it's goal to better the

lives of the physically and
mentally challenged kids

of Birmingham. Further

community service oppor-

tunities surfaced recently

when some of the broth-

ers had the opportunity

to team up with some fac-

ulty ot Samford to help

out the kids of Special

Olympics. I he recent

involvement with the

Special Olympics and the

addition of a new philan-

thropy has helped the

chapter achieve it's goal

of providing more com-
munity service to the sur

rounding areas. With the

initiation of 20 new

brothers and the installa-

tion of new officers, the

future is looking very

promising tor the broth-

ers ot 1 ambda I hi. I he

future is one upon which

I ambda ( hi hopes to

make a positive impact

ajiA thus further the fra-

ternal system ol Samford

Universitj

— Jamie Semph
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ZETA TAU ALPHA

The ladies of Zeta Tau

jAlpha began the 1996-97

school year with the

excitement of watching

Alison McCreary in her

. reign of service as Miss

Alabama. Several past and
present Zeta's accompa-

nied her to Atlantic City,

IN. J., where she was

named third runner-up to

Miss America. She also

received the Quality of

Life Award, given to the

contestant with the best

community service

record.

During October, Amy
Schumann was named to

the 1996 Senior

Homecoming Court. Amy
has also been chosen for the

court two years previously.

The ZTA ladies contin-

ued their active support

of the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation,

which is ZTA's national

philanthropy. In October

the chapter volunteered

at Birmingham's Race for

the Cure, which raises

money to provide mam-
mograms for women who
cannot afford them.

On March 16, the

ladies again joined forces

with the Komen founda-

tion to fight breast cancer.

ZTA has adopted a "Don't

Be a Fool" campaign
which includes passing

out shower cards in the

community. These cards

give instructions about

how to do a monthly
breast self-examination.

On March 16, ZTA's went
to the Wildwood shop-

ping center and passed

out the cards to shoppers.

The ladies also held

their fifth annual

Hoopfest basketball con-

test on Samford's campus.

The service project raised

$5,000 for the Komen
foundation.

During the spring, ZTA

committed to volunteer at

the Jimmie Hale Mission

for 10 weeks in the semes-

ter. The mission is a soup

kitchen which provides

physical and spiritual

nourishment for homeless

men in the Birmingham
community.

In March the Samford
ZTA's took a road trip to

Starkville, Miss., home of

Mississippi State

University, to celebrate

the annual ZTA Days.

The Samford chapter was

very proud to host one of

the conferences there. At

the convention, they

received the award for

most improved GPA and
for the highest GPA in

their province.

— Jackie Vogel

AIPHA OMICRON PI

"Hello" from the sis-

ters of Alpha Omicron Pi.

AOPi has had two very

busy years on campus
and is looking forward to

a bright future at

Samford.

AOPi's largest event

ever will be happening
this summer as the frater-

nity "Celebrates the

Century" with its 100th

birthday bash in New
York City.

This past summer Rho
Delta Chapter President

Paige Fisher attended

Leadership Conference in

Nashville, Tenn., where
Rho Delta was awarded
three out of three awards

given. The first award was
for total chapter program-

ming. The second was a

financial award, and the

final award recognized

the chapter for 100%
Senior Challenge partici-

pation.

One fact that AOPi is

very excited about is that

in only two years on cam-

pus Rho Delta has already

exceeded chapter total.

AOPi is now a full chap-

ter, participating in all

areas of Greek life.

One important aspect

of AOPi is support for its

philanthropy. In the past

two years, Rho Delta has

held many events to raise

money for Arthritis

Research. The first event

was the AOPi Olympics

held in November.

During the spring semes-

ter, AOPi held its second

annual Bowl-A-Thon,

where members' bowling

scores determined the

proceeds. This past fall

AOPi also held a racquet-

ball tournament in which
participants played

against each other, and
prizes were awarded to

the winners in both the

men's and women's divi-

sions. In addition, on
Halloween, the sisters had

a blast trick-or-treating

for change and raised

almost $500 in one
evening.

As well as supporting

arthritis research, AOPi
also cares for its commu-
nity. AOPi visited one
nursing home last semes-

ter to sing and visit with

the residents.

AOPi has also been

active on campus. AOPi
recently completed its

second year as partici-

pants of Step Sing, pre-

senting the show "Storm

Warnings."

AOPi is also active in

all of Samford's intramur-

al programs. Rho Delta's

intramural football Team
I made the playoffs this

year for the first time.

AOPi's are active in all

aspects of the University.

Various sisters are

involved in the band,

dance team, SGA,

Samford Ambassadors,

athletics, BSU Choir, AIDS
Care Team and residence

life.

These have been two
prosperous years for Rho
Delta, and the sisters do
not expect the pace to

slacken in the future!

— Siinili Black

Nous

»



'P" s life DELTA SIGMA THETA———————_____^____^^__
Delta Sigma Theta

Sorority, Inc., is a sister-

hood of predominantly

black, college-educated

women who have made a

lifetime commitment to

promoting human welfare

by providing public ser-

vices and programs. Its

members consistently

demonstrate a vital con-

cern for social welfare,

academic excellence and
cultural achievement, de-

emphasizing— but not

omitting— the social side

of sorority life.

Joining the ranks of

DST's international body
of members is Samford's

Sigma Eta chapter.

Four of the ten charter

members remain in Sigma

Eta today: President

Tonya Spencer, Treasurer

Ingrid Montgomery,
Enrika Washington and
Tracy Walker. Eight new
sisters have been added

this spring: Sakena

Peterson, Mattie Kelly,

Kim Williams, Monica
Davis, Aisha Murphy,
LaKeisha Hicks, Tiffany

Garrison and Yolanda

Smith. Together these

new members are contin-

uing in the tradition of

the 22 founders, devoting

their time and labor to

local causes. These causes

include Christmas Adopt-

A-Family, a canned good
drive for the homeless,

cancer awareness, diabetic

awareness, Easter Treats

and three consecutive

years of participating in

Birmingham Clean-Up. In

addition, for the second

consecutive year, Sigma

Eta implemented an essay

contest at Price

Elementary. This project

correlates with DST's

national philanthropic

program, School America.

Sigma Eta is continu-

ously gaining recognition

in the community and on
Samford's campus. The
sisters of Sigma Eta are

visionary women who
will continue to preserve

Delta Sigma Theta's

founding principles of sis-

terhood, scholarship and
service.

— Monica Davis

ALPHA PHI OMEGA

The 1996-97 school

year has been a produc-

tive one for the brothers

of the Gamma Chi chap-

ter of Alpha Phi Omega.
This year the national ser-

vice fraternity has had
many opportunities to

serve on campus and in

the community. Such pro-

jects included the Used

Bookstore; the blood

drive, coordinated

through the Alabama
chapter of the American
Red Cross and the Wheel-

A-Thon, sponsored by the

Lakeshore Foundation.

Some of the highlights of

the year have been the

National Convention

held in December in

Phoenix, Ariz., and the

Sectional Conferences in

April here in

Birmingham. Social

events included the

Winter Semi-formal and
the Pirate's Ball Spring

Formal, in addition to

various other functions

held throughout the year.

The future goals for

the chapter are to

increase membership and
to better meet the needs

of students here on cam-

pus through leadership,

friendship and service.

— Dciviil Baker

SIGMA CHI

Planning for the new
school year for Sigma Chi

began in the summer,
with newly elected offi-

cers joining over 2,000

brothers at the annual

leadership workshop in

Bowling Green, Ohio.

During the workshop, the

officers focused on their

roles in the fraternity and
began to formulate goals

and objectives for the

upcoming year. Besides

having the chance to

meet brothers from across

the nation, the officers

heard from well-known

Sigma Chi's such as Mike

Ditka. The trip was a ben-

eficial experience for the

officers and provided

them with main' skills

that will be proven in the

upcoming year.

The fall semester

brought changes in Sigma

Chi Rush. The changes

included having only one

date party and replacing

the traditional Pref party

with a Brothers' Night

Out. This last party was

held at a prestigious

alumnus' home that over-

looks the city. It was the

perfect conclusion to a

successful rush week that

resulted in another out-

standing pledge class of

27 gentlemen for the Pi

chapter. Sigma Chi looks

forward to the contribu-

tion these new members
will have on campus and

in the community.
/l/SD/l ( /I'll
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Future Samford

students get a

head start on

their team

spirit.

Yesterday, Today
and Forever"

Homecoming 19 9 6
Story by

Elisabeth Carr

Photos by

Kristen Prator

Homecoming has always been a special

tradition at Samford. As with any event that

takes place year after year, the coordinators of

Homecoming must work extra hard to make

each annual celebration unique. This year

the committee did an excellent job of pulling

together a schedule of events that culminated

in a week like none other.

"Yesterday, Today and Forever" was the

Homecoming

Queen Kasey

Kirby and King

Brad Medcalf

paraded across

the field during

half time.
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Samford The Bealtes imper

Bulldogs get sonation band,

pumped up Yesterday, per-

for the game formed as a part

against of the

Woffard. Homecoming

festivities.

theme of

Homecoming

1996, and the

week proved

to be a time

packed with a

variety of

activities to

encourage student involvement and

support.

The party began on Monday with a pre-

sentation of the inspirational football story

Rudy at the Alabama Theater. Students

jlocked downtown to take advantage of the

iee, quality entertainment.

Tuesday night's events began with the

?all Carnival held in Ben Brown Plaza. A

variety of organizations on campus set up

oooths with games or food for students,

Neighborhood children and children of fac-

alty and staff to enjoy. All the proceeds
:rom the carnival went to benefit the

>amford Summer Missions program. Later

:hat night, Student Ministries led the annu-

al Quest service on the quad.

On Thursday evening students gathered

Samford's march-

ing band kept the

crowd energized

throughout the

game.

in

Washington

Courtyard to socialize,

consume s'mores and hot choco-

late and listen to the student band, East of

Eden.

Rain on Friday put a damper on the

Homecoming display building, but all the

participating organizations willingly moved

their displays to the Cumberland Law

School parking deck and carried on with

their artistic endeavors. Each of the displays

visually reflected the theme of Homecoming

week. "It was interesting to see the different

ways groups expressed the



The Bulldogs

defeated

Wofford in

overtime.

Cheap seats?

Nah. These fans

are probably

more comfort-

able than the

ones in the

stands.

theme. We have some

very creative people at

Samford," said sopho-

more Leigh Dorough.

The sisters of Phi Mu
won first place in the

display competition,

and Alpha Delta Pi and

Chi Omega received

second and third,

respectively.

Coinciding with

the theme, a Beatles impersonation band

called "Yesterday" played in the Wright

Center Friday night and drew a large mix of

students and alumni for an audience.

Saturday's festivities began early. The

Homecoming Committee worked with

Alumni Relations to plan a carnival for the

alumni's children on the quad before the

football game. The large turnout of alumni,

students, parents and faculty mingled and

picnicked on campus grounds prior to the

kickoff.

During halftime, the committee presented

the 1996 Homecoming Court. Joy Taylor and

Matt Taylor represented the freshman class,
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The Homecoming

Ball gave stu-

dents and alumni

a chance to cele-

brate the ocasion

together.



and Michelle Mullis and Justin

Clement were elected from the sophomore

(lass. Juniors Amy Chandler and Mark

)amron were presented next, and the six

senior representatives followed.

Shana Lee and Tom Hutchinson,

and Amy Schumann and Stuart

Shelby represented the

senior class on the court, R
and Kasey Kirby and Brad

Medcalf were named 1996

Homecoming Queen and

King.

The traditional

Loyal fans root

the team to

victory.

Homecoming

Ball drew a record-break-

ing crowd of over 400 students to

the new location, The Club, on Saturday

night.

Teresa Parker, chairperson for the SGA

Homecoming Committee, was thrilled at the

turnout. "We wanted to keep Saturday night

as the focus throughout the week and to

build it up and really make it something

special this year. I think by having it in such

a nice atmosphere, it really made it fun for

the students," Parker said.

The week's activities came to a close

Sunday with a special worship service in the

Divinity School Chapel.
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SAMFORD'S LONDON ADDRESS HAS BECOME

AN INCREASINGLY POPULAR PLACE TO LIVE

AND STUDY, WHETHER IT IS FOR JAN TERM

OR A FULL SEMESTER. MANY STUDENTS

HAVE CONTEMPLATED GOING ABROAD, BUT

THINK THE LONG PROCESS AND THE

CRAMPED LIVING QUARTERS WON'T BE

WORTH THE TROUBLE. OH CONTRARE, SAYS

SAMFORD'S JENNIFER GORDON. WHILE

SOME PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION IS

INVOLVED IN PREPARING TO STUDY IN

LONDON, SHE MANAGED TO SURVIVE A FEW

SETBACKS AND THE CLOSE COMMUNION AND

HAVE THE TIME OF HER LIFE...



Panic! The class I had

blanned to take in London

-pver January Term was

Already full! What was I

koing to do?

As a junior who dropped

ritish Literature my soph-

more year because it sounded

:oo difficult, the option of

:ompleting the course in two

weeks in London appealed to

ne greatly. But unfortunate-

y, my plans were foiled when I learned the class

lad reached its limit.

The London Programs office has always operat-

ed on a "first come, first serve" basis and followed

i strict procedure. First, you pay at the Bursar's

affice and then literally run the receipt back to

:he London Programs office in DBH, where you

iare then placed on the class list of your choice

—

your second or third choice in some cases.

Mrs. Karla Eiland, administrative assistant in

he London Programs office, said that the student

iemand for Jan Term in London is over and above

what Samford is able to provide. The most impor-

:ant thing is making the decision to go to Jan

Term in London, and then making the deposit,

>he said. Since the program works on the "first

ome, first serve" basis, the receipt must be in

oefore you can register for a class— and the earli-

er, the better.

In Jan Term 1997, 135 participants attended

classes in London during the

two sessions. The number of

students that go to London

depends on the number of

classes being offered.

Each class reaches

full capacity with

eight students.

Even though I

couldn't get into

Brit Lit, I decided

to go to London

anyway and was lucky enough to be

able to take an elective for my
JMC major, International Mass

Media.

Sarah Black, a junior jour-

nalism major, also missed

her first choice. Sarah could

not enroll in the International

Mass Media class because it

was full. Sarah admits that

not getting into her first

choice was dis-

appointing, "but

if you really

want to go to

London,

I

suggest tak-

ing your sec-

ond-choice

class,



because you will still have a really good time."

The Study Centre sleeps around 50 people dur-

ing Jan Term because "it is okay to be sardines for

two weeks," Mrs. Eiland said. Junior Gayle

Simpson experienced the sardine effect when she

slept on a cot about two inches off the floor, with

no more than a foot between the beds. "We had

three people in an extremely small room, and get-

ting ready in the mornings was always interest-

ing," Gayle said.

The centre isn't as crowded as it could be, how-

ever, because graduate students do not stay in the

Study Centre. They must pay extra and stay in

hotels in the area. Still, the centre is filled to

capacity with undergraduate students and profes-

sors.

During the semester, Londoners will enjoy their

own rooms or only have one roommate in one of

the very large rooms. These students need a place

to study and be able to get away. Usually 22 stu-

dents go for the semester— significantly fewer

than attend Jan Term.

Since there are always some

misconceptions about Jan Term

in London, the London

Programs office holds an annual

meeting at which anyone who

thinks they may want to go to

London during their college

career can come and get general

information. This annual meet-

ing covers all London programs

and registration dates, and atten-

dance is the first step towards

studying abroad.

I was very lucky to be able to

go to London. All the stress,

shopping, and extra work was

worth it. I was able to see things

that no tourist ever sees. Even

though the Study Centre was

extremely crowded— eleven girls

sharing one shower and 50 peo-

ple sharing one phone—the expe-

rience is one that I will never for-

get.

Story In
1

Jennifer Cordon

Photos by Kristen Prator
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photo courtesy of the London Office
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LONDON STUDY CENTRE
EXPERIENCES

STANDING EIGHTH IN LINE TO USE THE ONE AND

ONLY STUDENT PHONE AT TWO O'CLOCK IN THE

MORNING

STANDING NINTH IN LINE FOR THE SHOWER A FEW

HOURS LATER

HAVING A VERY COLD SHOWER WHEN YOUR TURN

COMES AROUND

GETTING UP AT THE CRACK OF DAWN TO GET A

WARM SHOWER, THEN GOING BACK TO BED FOR A

FEW LAST PRECIOUS WINKS

SITTING IN THE HALL OR ON THE STAIRS AND

TALKING TO FELLOW LONDONERS UNTIL THE WEE

HOURS OF THE MORNING

SITTING IN A PUB TALKING TO PEOPLE YOU JUST

MET UNTIL THE WEE HOURS OF THE MORNING

MASTERING THE TUBE (LONDON UNDERGROUND

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM)

EATING ICE CREAM ON A STICK DURING LES MIS OR

PHANTOM

SHOPPING AT SAINESBURY'S FOR BISCUITS AND

SCONES

HAVING HIGH TEA AT THE HYDE PARK HOTEL

HEARING BIG BEN STRIKE MIDNIGHT ON NEW

YEAR'S EVE

SHOPPING AT HARROD'S

SPENDING HOURS^AT THE BRITISH AND THE

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUMS

FALLING IN LOVE WITH LONDON

W®.



Chi Omega

Step Sing
Story by

fennnifer Sharpton

Photos by

Robert Strickland
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Masters of

Ceremony

Christine

Chilton and

Rob West

Once again, the

largest production on
campus kicked off the

spring semester at

Samford. Each year

Step Sing, the student-

produced phenome-
non, draws record

crowds and attention

from the entire

University, and 1997

was no exception.

Running from Feb. 20-

22, Step Sing was filled

with excitement, hard

work, and growth from

previous years.

Beginning as a sing-

along on the steps of

Renfroe Hall at the East

Lake Campus, Step Sing

has evolved into a tra-

dition of enormous
proportions, as stu-

dents invest 40 hours

of practice and many
more hours of paper-

work j]id planning to

put together six min-

utes of music and

choreography that

revolve around a cho-

sen theme. The 1997

director, Jason Sterling,



reported that a total of

6,500 people attended

the event over its

three-night run. In fact,

Friday and Saturday

nights' performances

were sold out. The
number of participants

also swelled this year to

840 individuals and a

total of 16 different

organizations.

Three of the organi-

zations were newcom-
ers to Step Sing. Kappa
Alpha Psi, a new frater-

nity on campus, pre-

sented "Kandy Kane

Khaos," and the

Samford football team

also made a debut this

year with "Football:

The Sport of Kings."

The Dance Team, also a

new addition, per-

formed Step Sing's

opening number. These

shows, along with the

Faculty and Staff's per-

formance, were for

exhibition only and

'were not evaluated by
'the judges.

Competition

[remained stiff and true

jto Samford tradition

i among the other orga-

nizations, however. The

|

competing groups

{included: Zeta Tau

'Alpha, Sigma Chi, Phi

,Mu, Pi Kappa Phi,

Alpha Omicron Pi, the

Freshman Class, Delta

Seta, Lambda Chi

llpha, Alpha Delta Pi,

jthe Samford Men,
{independent Women,
Student Ministries and
Chi Omega.

Capturing the

Sweepstakes trophy this

year was the women's
division winner, Chi

Omega. With black,

bouffant wigs and gold

lame dresses, these

women presented "A

Tribute to Diana Ross

and the Supremes."

Courtney Cox, a

sophomore Chi

Omega, felt that their

victory was an indica-

tion of the spirit of

their sorority. "It was

more of a victory for

our unity in Chi

Omega than a victory

given by the judges for

a technical perfor-

mance." In the

women's division,

Alpha Delta Pi took

second place, and Delta

Zeta won third.

The brothers and
associates of Lambda
Chi Alpha won first

place in the men's divi-

sion with their tribute

to the music of the

Beatles. Second and
third places in the

men's division went to

Pi Kappa Phi and
Samford Men respec-

tively.

In the mixed divi-

sion, the Freshman
Class won first place

with their show,

"Heaven on Earth."

Student Ministries took

second place in this

division with "Wild

Wild West."

In order to accom-

modate this year's

increased numbers,

Sterling and his com-
mittee implemented

new organizational

procedures to make the

overall Step Sing expe-

rience flow smoothly

for everyone. For

Friday night, the partic-

Alph.i

Delta Pi
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ipants' seats in the bal-

cony were sold to the

general public.

Participants hung out

in Harrison Theatre

until time came for

them to entertain, and
then left following their

performance. This gen-

erated additional

money and gave the

participants a small

break from the time-

consuming perfor-

mance. "We wanted to

make Step Sing enjoy-

able for the partici-

pants," Sterling com-
mented. "We didn't

want it to be a big

chore." In addition to

aiding the participants,

this procedure allowed

more people to see the

show—and from the

much-sought-after bal-

cony seats. On Friday

night, virtually every

seat in the Wright

Center was the seat of a

non-participant.

Ticket sales were

managed differently

this year as well.

TicketLink handled the

sales for the event

instead of the

University. Similar to

the way the Garth

Brooks concert ticket

sales were orchestrated,

numbered bracelets

were given to students

and drawings made in

order to determine the

sequence of ticket pur-

chase. Using this

method, students didn't

have to wait in line all

day to buy tickets for

their families. Sterling

heralded the new ven-

ture as "very success-

ful." He said, "All the

frustration was cut

out." The longest wait

to buy tickets was abou
one hour, and most
people only waited

about 20 minutes. This

time frame was a dra-

matic cut from last

year's average day-long

wait. "From here, we
can only get better,"

Sterling said. "We got

the ball rolling the

right way."

Sterling and Assistant

Director Wendy
Willingham headed the

student-comprised Step

Sing committee which
successfully orchestral-

Entre Nous
Pi Kappa Phi



ed the production.

Sterling commented,

I "We worked hard, but

lit was all worth it."

Usher and runner coordi-

nator Suellen Williams,

twho participated in

iStep Sing her first two

years and has been on
'the committee for the

ipast two years, com-
Emented that this time

(the show ran with

(fewer glitches than

•the previous years.

"Jason and Wendy
'were great," she said.

"They were always on
jtop of things, and

(very patient. The
, committee, as a

whole, worked very

."well together."

Sterling felt the com-

Imittee made great

s
i strides this year, and

(next year can only be

better.

With the addition

of new groups and
new organizational

procedures, this year

[was truly a successful,

.'.ground-breaking year

l|for Step Sing. With
(time, this evolving

I

production will con-

tinue to grow and
flourish in the rich

Samford tradition.

-Jennifer Sharpton

Photos by
Robert Strickland

Football Team

ep Sing

Participants

Football Team - "Football: The Sport Of Kings"

ZetaTau Alpha "Out Of This World"

Sigma Chi - "A Tribute To Superheroes"

Phi Mu - "A Journey Into The Orient"

Pi Kappa Phi - "Vacation: The Holiday Road"

Alpha Omicron Pi - "Storm Warning"

Freshman Class - "Heaven On Earth"

Kappa Alpha Psi - "Kandy Kane Khaos"

Delta Zeta - "Seminole Wind"

Lambda Chi Alpha - "A Tribute To The Beatles"

Alpha Delta Pi - "Egypt: The Land Of The Nile"

Samford Men - "This Thing Called Love"

Independent Women - "Take Flight"

Student Ministries - "Wild, Wild West"

Chi Omega - "Diana Ross And The Supremes"

ulty/Staff

Faculty & Staff - "Step Sing 2050"
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|ust hangin'

around on the

velcro wall!

Warm, sunny days and cool, breezy nights once again welcomed

a Samford springtime tradition, Spring Fling. Sponsored by the

Student Government Association, this annual event proved to be a

big success.

From April 16-19 students indulged their spring fever and

reveled in the few days of freedom from class and assignments that

Spring Fling offered. Whether you wanted to catch some rays at the

SU vs. Alabama baseball match-up or chow down on some BBQ at

the kickoff party, the offerings were plentiful.

Junior Jana Peters, chair of the Spring Fling committee said she

was thrilled with the way the weekend shaped up. "1 was very

pleased with the weather, and the response from students was

incredible," she said. "Our goal was to provide a variety of events,

something for everyone."

The student band Fishtank Jonah highlighted Friday's activities. The band,

composed of Drew Aiken, Jarrod Hull, Josh Rogers and Stephen Mixon, received rave

reviews and drew (no pun intended) a crowd of about 300 in the Food Court. From

cover hits to their own originals, the group proved that fun can be had at Samford on

a Friday night. With the additional bonus of free pizza and drinks, the night was

destined to be a success. "Friday night turned out great," Peters said. "Students just

wouldn't leave!"

In addition to providing students with entertaining diversions, Spring Fling also

provided help to the community. Continuing the long tradition, student organiza-

tions combined forces and volunteered their services for Birmingham Clean-Up.

Institutions such as soup kitchens, homeless shelters and area libraries reaped the

benefits of student labor. Sophomore Jennifer Sharpton went to Bread and Roses, a

home for battered women, where she assisted in the cleaning of the inside and painting

the outside of the facility. "Even though you didn't see

the direct effects of your labor, you knew you really were

making a difference," she said.

After working hard, the students met on the quad for

free food, games and music. Students could choose from a

American Gladiators,

here we come!

Oh... this water is freezin'!

P



Isn't possession of a firearm a

values violation at Samford?

wide variety of games. The games included the velcro wall, velcro obstacle course, a

gladiator competition, a slip-n-slide, a moon walk, laser skeet shooting and volleyball

And if being actively involved didn't spark the interests of some students, then they

could just sit back and listen to the battle of the bands. "Yeah, I just frolicked, social-

ized, and listened to the bands," junior Dawn Wyatt said. "Oh, and ran around the

quad barefoot!"

Peters commented, "I think it was a good idea to have the bands playing

at the same time all the games were going on on the quad. People had a

choice of what they wanted to do."

"The bands were sassy and so were the t-shirts," sophomore Lexie Pfoff

said. "Not a week goes by when I am not amazed by the talents that so

many Samford students have. I was impressed by all the bands and

thought Spring Fling was very well organized." Pfoff went on to

compliment the snow cones that provided a cool treat for those hanging

out in the sunshine. "The snow cones reminded me of my childhood and

made me miss my Snoopy Snowcone Maker."

Peters also said that one of her goals was to involve the faculty more

in the Spring Fling festivities. "It made me feel really good to see some

faculty members with their kids on the quad on Saturday," Peters said.

The wonderful weekend culminated in the annual Bulldog Ball. This event was

sponsored by Central Campus Residence Life and took place at the Hoover Met.

Around 250 Samford students turned out for the celebration

^fe '-^*t -
J

"Central campus did a great job of closing out Spring

-^fc Fling weekend," sophomore Bethany Butler said. "It really

was lots of fun."

Overall, Spring Fling seemed to be a big hit. Sunny

skies this year replaced the endless rain delays of last year,

and that went a long way towards making this long-

standing Samford tradition a success.

Story by Heather Averett

Photos by Kristen Prator

Amy Schumann smiles

after taking down

another victim at the

dunking booth.

The dome was shakin' as

the Battle of the Bands

took stage on the quad.
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"DO NOT TAKE

YOURSELF TOO

SERIOUSLY;

BE YOURSELF

AND HAVE FUN

WITH IT"

mccreary
73
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aIs a child she wore paper clips on her nails, tied long

ribbons in her hair and wore her mother's high heels.

Alison McCreary has certainly come a long way since

her childhood. Alison may carry the title of Miss

Alabama, but she emphasizes that she is still the same

Alison. "People shouldn't treat me differently. I'm still

the same."

In her position, Alison meets a lot of people as she

travels all over the state of Alabama, and there are sev-

eral things that she wants people to walk away knowing

about her. "I want them to know that the core of my

life is my strong faith. I am enthusiastic and optimistic.

When you smile and are happy about what you're

doing, others will be, too. I think when you have a

charisma about you, it's contagious." Alison's enthusi-

asm about life and all that she's doing just flows in her

conversation.

It would be easy to think that everything came easy

for Alison, but she will admit that she is no stranger to

disappointment. Last summer was Alison's third time to

compete in the Miss Alabama pageant. She says there

exists in every pageant an exhilaration that someone

will not wear the crown, and that could be you.

She spent her first year of college at Texas Bible

Institute, a nine-month, non-accredited program that is

essentially a camp. During this time Alison felt God

leading her back to Alabama to compete in pageants.

"Determination is essential to achieve any dream or goal.

If you are determined, you can do it. I mean you can do itl"

Alison first entered the Miss Samford pageant, where

she came in second runner-up to Amie Beth Dickinson.

Alison claims her determination won her the Miss

Samford title, then the Miss Alabama title and finally

got her to Miss America. "Determination is essential to

achieve any dream or goal. If you are determined, you

can do it. I mean you can do itl"

Alison seems to affect everyone she comes in contact

with. She says their name, looks intently into their eyes

and speaks from her heart. When she doesn't even

know it, people are watching her and how she reacts to

situations. She has inspired, challenged and given peo-

ple hope.

Alison admits that her job as Miss Alabama is a rigor-

ous one. She must know how she feels about current
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issues, be able to speak on her feet, be passionate about

|
her platform, enjoy performing and relate to all people.

. She says, "I've had to do a lot of soul-

|

searching and find out who Alison ffl IIOf 0116
1 McCreary really is." Alison maintains her

|

motivation level by reading the notes she Ay fl10S6 DGODiG

of time alone.

I've never

liked solitude.
//

continually receives from people telling

her how they have received some kind of lA/Un ftppfl f| IAt
hope from her being Miss Alabama. "My

life motto is 'Do not take yourself too

seriously; be yourself and have fun with

it.'" This attitude helps Alison as she trav-

els to promote Miss Alabama, her plat-

form and her personal goal of sharing the

hope she has found in Jesus Christ.

Another thing that helps Alison in her

job from day to day is her sense of humor and her love

of laughter. She bought three joke books while she was

in Atlantic City, and when things got tiring and stress-

ful at Miss America rehearsals, she would take one of

them out and read. "I forced those who were around to

laugh right along with me."

One thing Alison laughs about is that she is not able

to chew gum in public. Her favorite kinds, "green and

i
blue Freedent," have to be chewed "in the privacy of

my own home." She adds, "I chew gum like it's going

'out of style!" Besides her gum, the external things that

I

keep Alison going are about six cups of coffee a day and

television background noise. "My television is my best

friend. I'm not one of those people who need a lot of

time alone. I've never liked solitude."

At those times when Alison does get stressed, she

looks to her dad for advice; he can always calm her. He

reminds her that God has a plan, even when things

don't turn out as she would like. "He seems to search

for the will of God in every situation,"

Alison says of her father. Her family is very

close, and Alison claims she is only a

reflection of those close relationships.

This attitude she admires in her father

seems to have carried over into Alison's

life. "You only have tunnel vision in life.

You don't see the experiences around you.

Hindsight is 20/20. That is so true. It is so

important to be content because every-

thing is an important lesson to help you

achieve your dreams and your

goals. ..everything is a building block."

Alison's passion is music, and five years

from now she sees herself doing something similar to

what she does now as Miss Alabama. She would love to

continue to sing and to possibly be a motivational

speaker.

What Alison hopes people see is that she is a caring

person who loves life and people, and that she is will-

ing to give of herself to make a difference in the lives of

others.

When she reflects back, she wants to be able to say

of herself, "I've made the most of every day and every

opportunity." She wants to show that one person really

can make a change, and her desire is to leave her mark

as Miss Alabama with people feeling that she did the

job well.

— Jackie Vogel
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Story by Leigh Marie Lunn

Photos by Kristen Prator YOU CAN TAKE THE
But can you take Samford out of the student? Maybe not.

Entre Nous profiles some former students now at work for Samford...

As graduation approaches
each year, seniors are

filled with a variety of

emotions and feelings.

They have spent four

years (or more) fulfilling

their requirements for an

undergraduate diploma,

and some leave behind the

educational halls of Samford
University never to return.

Others view their time as

Samford students as a

stepping stone to further

educational goals and
return to the University as

a faculty or staff member.
These alumni love Samford
and the values it stands for

so much that they have
devoted their lives to

impacting the students

who pass through its gates.

Who are some of these

former students who just

can't seem to get Samford
out of their systems?
We are glad you asked...

Martha Ann Cox,

Associate Dean for

Extra Learning Experience

Several members of the

administration are former

students of Samford

University. Dean Cox
graduated from Samford

in 1960 and was involved

in SGA, the Baptist

Student Union, Student

Educational Organization,

Kappa Delta Epsilon,

Alpha Phi Omega and
Service Guild. She listed

as her favorite memories,

"the opportunity to devel-

op confidence in my abili-

ties in an environment of

caring peers with similar

backgrounds and interests

and knowing that my
educational experience

contributed to my worth

as an individual." The
above memories and her

desire to "give back" to

the institution are what

brought her back to

Samford. The biggest

changes Dean Cox has

seen since graduating are

a larger student popula-

tion, more employees,

more buildings and more
diversity in educational

offerings.
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STUDENT OUT OF SAMFORD...

V

Tim
joey Davenport

/

Assistant Basketball Coach

Davenport, a former where the basketball team
business management plays. "Coach Brady and
major, helped turn his staff are deserving of a

Samford's basketball pro- new arena to help recruit

gram into something to quality student athletes

be proud of during his and give the team a better

four years here. "I chance to get to the

returned to Samford to try NCAA tournament,"

to help the future of Davenport said.

Samford basketball." Davenport's greatest mem-
While here as a student, ory of Samford is "the

Davenport served as presi- opportunity I had to play

dent of the Student- for Coach Brady and his

^^^ff"""^"^ Athlete Advisory staff in a program that has

As - Committee and the bas- done a complete turn-

, H ketball team's ambassador. around." He also remem-
The one thing he would bers "being able to play in

like to see changed at front of a tremendous

Samford is the facility home crowd!"

Suzanne Martin,

Assistant Director of Student Activities

Suzanne Martin, a 1984 graduate, is a very familiar face

around campus. Martin was president of Student

Ministries, a member of Alpha Delta Pi sorority, Pi

Kappa Phi pledge class sweetheart and rose queen, a

member of Panhellenic council, Phi Kappa Phi, Alpha
Lambda Delta, Sigma Tau Delta (English honary),

Omicron Delta Kappa and Homecoming Queen.
Martin's memories include getting caf trays and sled-

ding down Montague Circle, Hanging of the Green,

PreSchool Retreat and participating in Step Sing. Martin

"fell into" her job in 1989 when she was temping for

Dean Cox after she and her husband moved to

Birmingham from Kentucky. Since Martin attended

Samford there have been several changes: "More build-

ings (especially residence halls), much better food (we

only had one or two entrees to choose from each day),

stricter academic standards for entrance, more stuff to

do and more majors. The Greek system has doubled in

size; Step Sing is bigger and better than ever, and the

SGA's image has improved tremendously."
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Rob Hoover,

Carrie Engle,

Eddie Cronin,

Jennifer Cuyton

and Elizabeth

Stanford are all

SU graduates now

working in

Admissions.

Rob Hoover,

Admissions/Financial Aid Counselor

"Working at

Samford allows

me the

opportunity

to impact

students' lives.'

Hoover graduated from

Samford in 1994. He was
involved in Sigma Chi,

Student Ministries, Ville

Crew, SGA and Habitat for

Humanity. "Samford has a

lot to offer students, even

with its faults. It is an

excellent place to get an

education," Hoover said.

"Working at Samford

allows me the opportunity

to impact students' lives."

Roderick Davis,

Dean of Howard College of Arts and Sciences

Dean Davis graduated from

Samford in 1958 and participated on
the debate team and in Sigma Nu fra-

ternity, Samford theater, Trident,

Omicron Delta Kappa, Baptist Student

Union and Alpha Phi Omega. Dean
Davis also wrote for the Crimson and
chaired the Christian Emphasis Week
committee. Dean Davis' memories
include, "great teachers who made me
really think and read a lot, moving to

the new campus and wearing shorts

to class—and surviving!" His short

attire broke the dress code that was in

place at the time. Davis returned to

Samford because of his love for the school, his admira-

tion for the administration and faculty and his belief in

the future of the University. Many changes have taken

place since Davis was a student: "better faculty, better

Adminstrative leadership, better facilities, more diverse

student body (though still not enough) and wider

recognition." Dean Davis also observed, "Students come
better prepared, but not generally as well motivated."

/o
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Eddie Cronin,

Admissions Counselor

One department that hires many former students is the

Admissions Office. The best way to recruit high school

students is to have a former student share his or her

experiences at the University. Eddie Cronin majored in

speech communications and graduated from Samford
in 1996. As a student Cronin was involved in Sigma
Chi fraternity, Ville Crew, campus ministries, intramur-

al sports and was SGA senior class president. The
biggest change Cronin has experienced since returning

to Samford is learning to take care of himself.

Everything seems to be a challenge: getting an apart-

ment, buying groceries, cooking his own food (no more
caf food!) and showing up to work every day (no more
skipping classes!). Cronin's greatest memories of

Samford are the relationships he developed with other

students.

jack Brymer,

Director of the Department ofPublications

with this distinguished

Christian University."

According to Brymer,

improving internal and
external communication
would be a big improve-

ment at the University.

Since he attended

Samford, Brymer said the

University has grown larg-

er and has a more diverse

student body.

Brymer graduated from

Samford in 1967, and his

greatest memories of

Samford include graduat-

ing, the magnificent pipe

organ in Reid Chapel and
the music of Professor

Tibbs. Brymer returned to

Samford as an administra-

tor because as he put it:

"I am proud of Samford
University. I consider it an

honor to be associated

Todd Heifner,

Director of Corporate Relations

Another former student

stand-out is Todd Heifner,

who graduated from

Samford in 1991. Heifner

served as president of the

Student Government
Association and as a mem-
ber of the Baptist Student

Union and the Young
Democrats. While a stu-

dent at Samford, Heifner

met his wife Catherine

"Kit" Deason. "I believe in

what Samford is about.

The interaction with fac-

ulty and staff that

Samford students are

exposed to is unique,"

Heifner said. "Faculty and

staff members alike know
that they are doing more
than a job—they are

changing lives." Heifner's

greatest memories are of

the friends he made and
the opportunity he had to

serve in SGA. Heifner said

that if he could change

one thing at Samford, he

would have the students

"be more accepting of

people from different

ba< kgrounds, religious tra-

ditions and political affili-

ations."



Mary Abigail Sessions,

Assistant Sports Information Director for Women's Athletics

Sessions' greatest

memory from her

Samford days is

"when Joey

Davenport hit

the winning shot

against Centenary

in 1995!"

This past year the

Samford Athletic

Department added not

only Davenport to

its ranks, but also

Mary Abigail

Sessions, another

1996 graduate.

Sessions, a former

journalism/mass

communications
major, has always

enjoyed sports—and
especially Samford

sports. While she

was an undergradu-

ate student, Sessions

was a member of Phi

Mu sorority, founder

and business manag-
er of Sojourn literary

magazine, writer for

both the Crimson and
Voices magazine, member
of PRSSA, student editor

Mary Hudson,

Assistant Professor of Mathematics

Mary Hudson, assistant

professor of mathematics,

graduated from the acade-

mic ranks of Samford
1 University in 1959. While

a student, Hudson was
involved in many student

organizations, including

i Kappa Mu Epsilon, the

[Math Club, the Baptist

Student Union and Kappa
Delta Epsilon. Hudson has

;

many great memories of

Samford, which include,

: "two years on the East

I

Lake campus, two years

on the Homewood cam-

j

pus and many lasting

friendships through the

:
years." After graduating,

Hudson felt called by God
i
to return to Samford as a

professor of mathematics

to pass on the knowledge

that she gained to other

students. Hudson has had
four children graduate

from Samford, and all of

their names are listed with

hers on one of the stones

located on Centennial

Walk outside the Davis

Library. She said Samford

has changed over the

years: "There is a greater

emphasis on technology

and computers and sports.

It has become a University

of eight schools (not just

Howard College), with

better facilities, improved
academic, faculty and
international programs."

of Paw Prints and a basket-

ball Coaches' Club host-

ess. Sessions said that one
of the highlights of work-

ing for Samford is that

she gets to be around the

University, but she does-

n't have to study. The
transition from student to

faculty has been humor-
ous for Sessions, who was
recently told that she

couldn't park in a faculty

parking space. Sessions

responded, "I am a faculty

member," and the lady

commented on how the

faculty seem to be getting

younger and younger

every year. Sessions' great-

est memory from her

Samford days is "when
Joey Davenport hit the

winning shot against

Centenary in 1995!"

mm
SEP

Dr. James R. Barnette,

Minister to the University

Dr. James Barnette, minister to the University, was in

the graduating class of 19S3. He was involved in

Student Ministries, BSU Choir, Student Government
Executive Council, Omicron Delta Kappa and Phi

Kappa Phi. His greatest memories of Samford are the

friendships he made, both with students and faculty.

Barnette returned to Samford because of "the quality of

students and faculty, the Christian ethos and the

opportunity to work under the leadership of Tom
Corts." Barnette said that Samford needs more ethnic

diversity. Barnette added, 'My hope and prayer for

Samford is that she will maintain her commitment to

being a University with explicitly Christian values."

As you can see, Samford has a long tradition of excellent students who
have returned to the campus as faculty and staff to help lead and educate

the new generation of Samford students. Without the dedication and

support from these and others like them, Samford would not be the

outstanding University it is today.
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by Jennifer Wesson

photos by Kristen Prator

Out with the old, and in

with the new . . . curricu-

lum, that is. Nothing tliis

year has caused more

broad-based controversy

among students than the

adopted changes to the cur-

riculum. Entre Nous

assigned freshman Jennifer

Wesson the task ofgetting

to the bottom of all the fray.

By asking the right people

the right questions, she cut

through the commotion and

got the facts.

At some point in our

lives, we have all seen the

effects of rumors, whether

directly or indirectly.

This year, Samford faculty

and students have experi-

enced the results of infor-

mation leaking into the

student body prematurely.

The change in

Samford's curriculum has

been one of the most dis-

cussed and debated topics

around campus. The
reaction is natural to a

change of this sort, but

many times the shift in

curriculum was blown out

of proportion. News of

the new curriculum circu-

lated around campus
before the plans were

even finalized, so no one
really understood the

concept fully. Finally, the

curriculum for 1997 is set

and those "in the know"
can answer questions

those concerned may

have.

Recently, I

compiled a list

of questions

that students

expressed in

regards to the

new curricu-

lum. I then

took the ques-

tions to two
people who I

felt could adequately

answer them: Hunter
Brewer, SGA president,

and Assistant Provost Dr.

Joe Lewis.

Many students

expressed a concern that

the new curriculum would
postpone their gradua-

tion. Brewer assured me
that this would not be the

case and that the changes

would sometimes even

expedite the process. Dr.

Lewis echoed this, saying

the committee made a

commitment not to ex-

tend any programs longer

than they are currently.

For example, in the new
curriculum, only one reli-

gion class is needed for

the general education

requirements. This will

enable a student to use

the hours formerly taken

up by an additional reli-

gion class for their respec-

tive major. Another con-

cern students voiced was

the transfer of hours

already completed under

the old curriculum to the

new. Dr. Lewis informed

me that there was a con-

version chart, prepared b\

Dr. David Chapman of

the English department,

which matches the credits

previously taken to the

courses in the new cur-

riculum. For the most

part, the conversion of

classes will be simple. In

the case that some cours-

es will not convert, these

hours will be applied to

hours for the student's

major, once again ensur-

ing that no hours will lie

lost. Many students won-

dered it credits from



ourses taken at other

chools would be accept-

d. Dr. Lewis said that

my four-hour classes will

le accepted if they are

.pproved. However, there

s a limit on three-hour

classes that can be trans-

erred. A student can only

ransfer in two three-hour

pproved classes.

An innovative aspect to

the new curriculum are six

core" classes that all stu-

lents will be required

take at Samford. These

llasses include, along

Wth two others,

Cultural Perspectives,

liblical Perspectives,

fitness and Health, and
Communicative Arts.

1
nese core classes were

leveloped to give every

amford student a com-
mon experience that could

be supplemented with

speakers and other enrich-

ing activities. The
Communicative Arts

course is one that is

unique to Samford. This

class integrates writing,

speaking, and computing
into one course.

Previously, a student

would have had to have

taken three separate cours-

es to receive training in all

three areas encompassed
in the new class.

The length of the four-

hour classes concerned

other students. Actually,

the classes will not seem
much longer than they

presently do, for Brewer

explained that the classes

are designed for three

hours of actual teaching

time in the classroom

and one hour for indepen-

dent study.

As can be expected, a

great deal of time and
effort went into planning

the new curriculum. The
idea began with the

instatement of the

Cornerstone program five

years ago. The faculty

liked the results of the

interdisciplinary program,

but Cornerstone had its

problems. As a result,

they decided to develop a

revised, somewhat
expanded, version of the

Cornerstone program that

would apply to the whole

University. A faculty com-
mittee did extensive read-

ing on similar programs

and effective methods. In

the summer of 1995, a

group of 30 to 40 faculty

members attended a

retreat to discuss and con-

solidate their ideas into

what is now our new cur-

riculum. The ideas were

refined over the course of

the next year until they

were satisfied with the

final results. No other

school in particular was a

model for the new pro-

gram, but programs in

other schools were evalu-

ated in formulating the

new Samford curriculum.

Hopefully, now that all

the information is in

order, the students can

better understand the

changes that are taking

place. Since the curricu-

lum has been presented to

students in departmental

meetings, I have repeated-

ly heard positive com-
ments about the shift

from the same students

who were adamantly

opposed to the new cur-

riculum a few months ago.

The change does not

appear to be a complicated

one, and it seems that

the faculty has made
every effort to ensure that

the transition happens

smoothly.

The new

curriculum had

students

puzzling over

classes and

schedules for

next fall.
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ff n November a new Miss Samford began

her year-long reign. As the pageant's emcee

'called out her name, senior Christine Chilton

said she felt nothing but complete and total shock.

"I wasn't in the pageant to win it, and I never really

thought I would," she said. "My goal was to get

some scholarship money and to just have a lot of

fun."

For Chilton, the third time truly was the charm.

After twice placing in the top five in previous years'

pageants, she was prepared only to do as well this

year. "I really think it was meant to be. Even

though being Miss Samford wasn't my plan, I

believe God put me there for a reason," Chilton said.
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Chilton, who also won the Miss Congeniality

award, hails from Montevallo, Ala. Somehow, in

spite of her nursing studies, choreographing for

the dance team and working, she finds time to

fulfill the responsibilities of being Miss Samford.

Chilton pro-

motes a program

called APPLES as

her platform.

Applying Practical

Principles for

Living and Eating

Sensibly helps

inform parents

about nutrition

concerns for

children. In

conjunction with

this platform,

Chilton has writ-

ten columns for

the Samford

Crimson on

healthy living

habits for college

students. "I want

to leave something

of value behind

when I leave

school and cease to be Miss Samford," Chilton

explained. "This column is a way for me to active-

ly help others. I didn't want to just have the title

and not try to give something back to the

University."

Chilton also said that she is grateful to the peo-

ple who put together this year's Miss Samford

pageant for making it such a wonderful experi-

ence. "It (the pageant) is a great way for talented,

intelligent women to earn scholarship money to

help fund their education, which is why I have

continued to be involved over the years," she said.

Heather Leo, the 1997 pageant director, said

that this year was unique in that all of the contes-

tants received some scholarship money. "We were

thrilled to be able to provide scholarships to

everyone this year

because there were

fewer contestants

and the committee

did an excellent

job of getting

donations," Leo

said. She went on

to explain that

when community
businesses donate

money and ser-

vices, more money
is left in the Miss

Samford budget

to go towards

scholarships for

contestants.

"Scholarships

have always been

the main focus of

the Miss Samford

pageant because it

is a Miss America

preliminary," Leo explained.

Chilton will go on to compete in the Miss

Alabama pageant in June, and Miss Alabama goes

on to compete in Atlantic City, NJ. in the fall for

the national Miss America title. Chilton said she

is busy getting herself ready for the June competi-

tion, but she tries not to let it consume her. After

all, she has other goals to pursue in the near

future. Chilton will graduate in May, and then

she plans to enter the University of Alabama at

Birmingham's pre-med program.
Catrie Dawson

s page, left to right: first runner-up

)oke Carroll; current Miss Alabama

son McCreary; Christine Chilton,

ss Samford and second runner-up

son Worley.
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Many of you probably read the title of this article and either thought or spoke

aloud that the words "diversity" and "Samford" don't even belong on the same page

together, much less in the same headline. Or you thought, "Hey, this will be a

short story!"

Well, tell yourself to pipe down for a second. While popular opinion on campus

holds that diversity among students is one of Samford's weaknesses as an institution

of higher learning, there do exist certain alternative viewpoints. We can all agree

that our educational and social experience would be enriched if the student body

were more culturally and ethnically diverse, but let's take a closer look at the diversity

already present on campus.

What if we choose to look at the glass as half full rather than half empty? Is

Samford really so homogenous?

Well, the stats may say, truthfully, that we are mostly white

and female—current statistics from Student Records show that

the campus is around six percent minority—but over the past

year several organizations on campus have succeeded in high-

lighting the ethnic and cultural differences we do have on

campus and making students and faculty more aware of

those differences.

The Student Government Association, for example, has had

a marked impact on the cultural climate at Samford. SGA

President Hunter Brewer said he had definite concerns about

race relations and cultural awareness on campus when he first took on his leadership

position. "In my first days as president I attended a reception given by the

Black Student Organization, and at one point I looked around and

noticed that I was the only white person in a room with around 40

blacks. The girl I was talking to said that that was what it was like

to be black at Samford, " Brewer said. "At that point i wondered how much

'. SGA does to increase awareness and make minority students feel they belong?"

1 One thing SGA has done is create the Ethnic and Cultural Council, a loose committee

I of people who share their concerns and ideas with the chairman, senior minority

affairs director Mike Dale, who then relates those concerns to Brewer. According to

Brewer, the purpose of the council is to help him help SGA learn how to meet the

needs of minority and ethnic students on campus. Dale explained, "The council has

done a lot of brainstorming on clear ways in which these issues could be presented to

the student body."

One project the council worked on was the Race Relations Retreat. "The goal of

the retreat was to promote an individual awareness ofethnic similarities,

instead of concentrating on the differences," Dale said. "When we

focus on similarities, we have something to build on.

"

About 30 students attended the weekend, and some had very special experiences.

Junior Amy Chandler said, "The retreat made the whole issue of minority relations
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real to me. I made some great friends from diverse backgrounds, and I

came to see the issue more through their eyes."

Another project the Ethnic and Cultural Council has worked on is a

survey that will be distributed to minority students in May. "The purpose

of the survey is to document the up-to-date attitudes of minorities on

how they feel about their experiences at SU," Dale said.

Brewer said SGA has also made efforts to support the new black fraternity

on campus, Alpha Kappa Psi, by encouraging them to take part in Step

Sing and helping them obtain their charter.

Other organizations have also had an impact. The Black Student

Organization hosted many events throughout February in conjunction

with Black History Month. According to senior Kimi Amosu, the BSO

focused the month's activities on the lives of people who tried to be a

part of the solution to race issues and not the problem. Kicking off this

month of celebration, the BSO held their third annual Samford Night at the Apollo,

modeled after the famous "Amateur Night" at the Apollo Theater in Harlem, N.Y.

"The night celebrated the lives of the many African-American entertainers who broke

the color lines and the typecasting in show business," Amosu said.

In addition to social functions, the BSO asked the Reverend Bernard Williams,

pastor of Mount Moriah Baptist Church in Pratt City and a Samford graduate, to

speak at convocation. Also during this convo, BSO President Aisha Murphy talked

about some African-Americans in Samford's past and present who

have made a difference. She spoke, for example, of the late Tiffany

Conaway, former SGA President Eric Motley and Associate Professor

Dr. Ngwarsungu Chiwengo. The third annual Heritage Ball closed out

the month-long celebration. "The whole point of Black

History Month is to celebrate the lives ofpeople who

have done great things in the past to improve the lives

ofAfrican-Americans, "Amosu said. "Also, the lesson

that should be learned is that this is not just the history

of black people, but the history of all Americans."

So, to some extent diversity does apply to Samford University. In may not be to

the extent we would wish, and it may be a little difficult to find, but it resides here

nevertheless. We should also remember that skin color and ethnic background are

not the only indications of diversity. People may differ in philosophy, religion,

socio-economic status and in opinion. Sometimes prejudice against those who differ

in these areas can be just as evident.

But regardless of the type of diversity, programs and groups such as the ones

mentioned here are proactive steps toward a better future for all students and can

only help to bring more diversity Samford's way.

Story by Carrie Dawson

Photo-, by Kristen Prater



FROM THE DESK OF HUNTER BREWER

Dear student:

On behalf of the Samford University Student Government Association, we
would like to thank you for the opportunity you have given us in

representing you during this school year. With the wide range of projects,

services and issues that the student government addresses, we are active

in improving your quality of life at Samford.

The mission of the Samford University SGA is to serve, lead and nurture

the student body through cooperative efforts with faculty members,
administrative officials and community leaders, all while striving to

enhance the learning community, to build community partnerships,

and to advance the overall condition of the University community.

This has been a great year for the varying branches of SGA. Student Activities has excelled

with outstanding events like Step Sing, Parents' Weekend, Welcome Back and Homecoming.
Not to mention Spring Fling and the various concerts held throughout the year. Also, under

the auspices of Student Activities, Samford Speaker Series has brought such noteworthy

speakers as Ms. Shirley Chisholm, Clayton McWhorter and Marge Piercy to our campus.

The Senate has also been hard at work. They have represented you in matters concerning

coin-operated machines, computer services and the new curriculum. They have held forums

to gain a better perspective on student issues. The Senate is currently working with the staff of

Davis Library. They are discussing ways to ensure that the new library addition is student

friendly.

The Executive branch, like Student Activities Council and the Senate, has also been active in

improving your Samford experience. We have represented you concerning the new
curriculum, the development of XLX and a fall break. We have expanded the role of SGA by

creating the Executive Leadership Forum, a program to create future leaders, and we are also

developing an interactive web page. Currently, we are working with the administration on
improving teacher and course evaluations.

The SGA represents and promotes you, the student body, in the decision-making processes of

Samford University by cultivating and maintaining leadership among students. The SGA also

develops, coordinates and executes activities and services for the benefit of the students. The

SGA has the potential for making great strides on behalf of the student body; however, only

you can make it a true success by GETTING INVOLVED!!!

Sincerely,

Hunter Townsend Brewer

Student Government Association President
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Who do you wish you had gotten to know
better, but never had the chance?

Jonathan Pixley

Ellie Jo Logue

girls, girls, girls

Melissa Mohon
Dr. Jim Angel

Dr. Bryan

Doris Miller in Student

Records

Katie McCool
Dr. Corts

Amy Mixon (c/o 1995)

Matt Glidewell and

Harley Ross

Joe from the caf

Matt Beaver

my professors

myself

my friends and professors

my roommate
Bob Marley, Dr. Dennis Jones, Dr. Jon

Clemmensen and God
no one, just me!

the ghost of Ralph Beeson

Dr. Barnette and Brenda Sanders

my little sister in my sorority

teachers and books

parents

Evan Williams

my closest friends-Julie Hays,

Georganne Williams and Christin Camp
Chris "Bozer" Bauer

Back by popular student demand, this survey was sent out to Samford seniors to give them a chance to voice their

opinions. Even though only a few were turned in, the staff wanted those voices to be heard. These pages present

some of the individual responses the survey elicited, as well as some great senior snapshots. The survey was not a

scientific one, by any means, and these responses do not reflect the views of the editorial staff or the advisors.
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What was your most embarrassing

moment at samford?

incidents in front of the basketball team

my shoes were stolen from the library, and

the story made the front page of the

Crimson

I fell out of an upperclassman guy's jeep in

Vail circle freshman year

I got an eraser stuck in my ear on a date

looking like an idiot trying to do the half-

court challenge

getting busted by security for spending the

night in the bell tower

getting knocked down at a football game
by a ref

walking around Vail naked my freshman

year and running into two guys

flashing the convo crowd by mistake

Best place

TO GO OUT

can't think of one

Riverchase Golf & Games

TCBY

Club South

Zydeco

Breckenridge Brewery

Taco Mac

Five Points

The Garage

Oak Mountain

Southside

Wal-Mart

Celestial Realms

stay in

Entre Nous
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EVER BEEN CHASED BY SECURITY? WHY?

no- but I was told rather rudely to go to the gym
while I was dribbling a basketball in the University

Center

chased--no, questioned-yes, but it's classified

yes, twice-- once for throwing water balloons at

them at the gate, and once because they thought

stole Darth Vader out of the food court

no

too many times-pranks and speeding!

yes-we were playing around

yes-l was driving a physical plant car

yes-for speeding around campus after the Allman

Brothers concert at Oak Mt.

yes-sneaking into the caf, throwing water balloons

at the movie on the quad, speeding and intramural

events

yes-breaking into caf to eat cereal at one a.m.

no-but that just means I never came close to being

caught!

yes-for driving through the quad in a jeep

Cherokee

Who do you have a crush on?

Philip Mellen

Dr. Metress

myself

Justin Carpenter

Brooks Sauders

Monica Thomas
Christine Chilton

Bryan Freud

I
Brian Beukema
Mike Luster

Christin Camp
Brad Alley

Lauren Tew
that guy in my

ethics class

that's confidential
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If someone handed you a

mike at graduation, what
would you tell the crowd?

"Enjoy this while it lasts."

"Let's blow this joint."

"Love rules! Everybody gets high, every

body gets low. GIRLS

DOMINATE!"

"It has just begun."

I would want to sing that 'Brad

Medcalf song.

"Get rid of freshman Greek rush."

"Oh my goodness! Preach the Gospel!

Amen!"

"Buh-bye."

"Life gets better after sophomore year.

Hang in there."

"College rocks!"

"Eat more bran."

"Thanks, I'm outta here! See ya!"

"Wake up!"

If you became a millionaire,

yes-for the theatre department

no!

no-they get enough money
from tuition and trustees,

but I would give 1 50,000 to the

|MC department

yes-for the Samford Fund, so the

phonathon callers won't call me
every month!

yes-for more technology in class-

rooms

WOULD YOU DONATE ANY MONEY TO SAMFORD? FOR WHAT?

yes-for the Samford Fund or a

parking deck in Central Campus

no-a million barely covers my
student loans

yes-more parking and a better

student center

yes-scholarships for

internationals

yes-for a recreational sports cen-

ter for students

yes-liberal arts

yes-for anything

yes-but only if they put a giant

statue of Bob Marley beside

Beeson

yes-for students to have the

opportunity to study abroad in

London

maybe-for parking
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Most creative caf meal

that stir fry stuff

anything with turkey

Thanksgiving 1996

Dot's burritos

yogurt with Lucky Charms

all of them

foccacia bread and

parmesan

beach theme before

Spring Break

BBQ pizza

anything with tofu

cookies and cream

milkshake

noodle surprise

What do you wish we had more of at this school?

individuals-people who are willing

to not go along with the crowd
more places couples could go to

do things together

males non-Creek parties and more
visitation hours

social events

open minds

boys

women who met my needs

parking spaces

people

cool guys...

men that date

cool people like Meg McGlamery

state school boys-the Old South

kind (KA & SAE)

eligible men

men (any kind, we guess)

guys called to missions

. JL .1isP
1
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Where will you be in 10 years?

who knows?

far, far from here

NY, DC or LA-working for major national TV network

France

director of a child care center

either Congress or mowing the grass on the que

married with at least one child and two beach

in a Hispanic country

wherever the road leads!

head of visual merchandising at Bergdorf Goodman in NY

I don't know, but I'll be happy

?

wherever I end up

Washington, I hope

|uad

i homes



Favorite class

Drama Appreciation in London
French Revolution

Intro to Mass Media
PE-skiing in Steamboat

Springs

Civil War
Mass Media/Military History

Contemporary Ethical Issues

Christian Doctrine

Accounting I (summer school)

Least favorite class

my internship

Art Appreciation

American Lit

American National

Government
Botany
Christian Ethics

Entrepreneurship

any history class

none Managerial Economics

Production and Operations Chemistry ^^ ^^B
Psyc Measurement and Art Appreciation o ^

Assessment Business Law or anything g

Horizons Cornerstone c

any JMC course PE class £
Fundamental Sports Skills History of American Women
A&P Statistics o

BEST MEMORY OF SAMFORD

the winter storms of '93 and '96

summer school '96

my semester in London

Sloss Furnaces party

freshman pranking

leaving

London

seeing my sorority take it all in Step

Sing '95

prayer before class

spring semester '95 in Pittman

the big ice storm of '96

friendships

freshman year, leaving the capsule in

the ceiling of Vail

graduating/leaving bubble life behind

my whole senior year

Memories better forgotten

constantly feeling like an outsider

my PAOM class

boring convo's

arriving

the last month of my college career

freshman Star Search

my sophomore year roommate

Step Sing '97

middle-of-the-night fire alarms in

Smith

nicks in my car from parking in

Beeson

one long year of Cornerstone

shutdown of WVSU

those first un-air conditioned days

in Vail

93

Entre Nous



most people here, including

myself

me
Chris Bauer

Chad McDaniel
Ty Lackey

Mary Ruth Chaplain

Kyle Holmes
Chad Steenerson

Matt Mitchell

Tate Elder and )ayson Faulkner

Carrie Chilcott

Shon Torgeson
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Best professor

Dr. Brown or Dr. Chew--can't

decide

Northrup-history

Larry Baldwin

Jackie Goldstein

John Venable

Dr. Collins

Dr. Vann
Dr. Metress

Dr. Bryan

Mark Baggett

Dr. Coleman
Dr. Bill Service

Julie Steward

Dr. Freeman
Dennis Jones

Dr. Satterfield

Dr. Roberts

Mr. Hunt

Best date at Samford

went out to dinner and then played on an

elementary school playground

are you kidding? a good date at Samford?

watching Dead Poets' Society on the quad

as a freshman with my "guy" before he

ditched me for a younger woman

went four-wheeling all day and had lunch

on the lake

hey there's still a month left

hiking, dinner and a movie

he took me to a four-pew chapel where

we prayed and worshipped God

no one was all that much better than the

others

is this a trick question?

she rocked my world!

went to the state fair

we went to the zoo and to dinner

I never went on a date-l was unable to

find a girl who had what I was looking

for-dating here is wacky

Dates better forgotten

movies, and no dinner

Chinese food with a blind date who was

shorter than me

we drove around B'ham lost in the middle

of a thunderstorm and tornado warning

while wearing formals

my date talked about her ex-boyfriends

the entire night

well, she ended up being an exotic dancer

(like you'll print that)

I was his date for his Pref party-not only

did we ride in that stupid trolley around

Wildwood, but he also cared more about

flirting with another girl at the party than

staying with me
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